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Networking Success Stories

Raneem is working towards her Bachelor of Commerce in the Marketing
Management Co-op program at Ted Rogers School of Management.

We had a great conversation with Raneem Al Muzaini, who secured her
first co-op placement as a Stakeholder and Customer Engagement Coop
with IESO by attending and networking the Energy & Utilities Mixer, a
BCH Employer event.

Raneem Al-Muzaini

The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) works at the
heart of Ontario’s power system ensuring there is enough power to
keep the lights on, today and into the future. This happens with ‘a ®

operating the province’s electricity grid on 24/7, overseeing the ‘ I e S O
wholesale electricity markets, planning for the future, engaging a4
communities, and working closely with sector partners.

Connecting Today.
Powering Tomorrow.

. What made you decide to attend the Energy & Utilities Mixer and how did you find
* out about the event?

The Business Career Hub (BCH) offered the Energy & Utilities Mixer event for Ted Rogers
School students to network with industry professionals. | learned about this event through
BCH'’s word-of-mouth promotion and emails my co-op coordinator sent regarding career
events. | was initially hesitant to attend since my background wasn’t in energy or utilities,
and | wasn’t sure how I'd fit into the conversation. However, | reminded myself that
networking is about building connections, not just aligning perfectly with an industry. |
decided to step outside my comfort zone and approach the event with curiosity. Instead of
focusing on what | didn’t know, | went in with the intention to engage in meaningful
conversations, ask insightful questions, and show enthusiasm for learning about the
industry. That mindset shift made all the difference. It helped me stand out, ask the right
guestions, and make a lasting impression on professionals in the field.

Looking to grow your career? Sign up for upcoming Business Career Hub
events and start making connections Here


https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneemalmuzaini/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneemalmuzaini/
https://www.ieso.ca/
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneemalmuzaini/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneemalmuzaini/
https://www.ieso.ca/
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/

- How did you go about following up with IESO after the event, and did it ultimately lead
to you securing your role?

After attending the event, | connected with the professionals | had met from IESO on
LinkedIn and shortly after, | sent a follow-up message thanking them for the insightful
conversation we had. | made sure to reference specific points from our discussion to
reinforce the connection. In my message, | also expressed how | aligned with the
organization’s structure and values, as well as my interest in the types of positions they
offered. | mentioned that | would love to be considered for any relevant opportunities in the
future. This proactive approach not only kept me on their radar but also opened the door for
further discussions. By demonstrating genuine interest and maintaining communication, |
was able to turn that initial conversation into a meaningful professional relationship, one that
ultimately led to me securing my role.

LinkedIn Tip: Keep the conversation going. After connecting with an industry
professional at an event, make sure you send a thoughtful follow up message. Be sure to

engage with future posts and personalize your comments to maintain a meaningful
connection.

. What advice would you give to students that are nervous about stepping out of their
" comfort zone to attend networking events?

It's completely normal to feel nervous, but growth happens outside of your comfort zone. My
biggest advice is to go in with an open mindset—networking isn’t about proving yourself, it's
about learning and building relationships. Be authentic, ask thoughtful questions, and focus
on making genuine connections rather than just “selling” yourself. Also, don’t underestimate
the power of following up, a simple message can make you memorable and turn an
introduction into an opportunity. The more you put yourself out there, the more confident
you'll become.

Be authentic, ask thoughtful questions, and focus on making genuine connections



Want to Learn More for Free?

Hub Insights

These engaging student reports share employment data and information on positions that Ted
Rogers students secure, like Business Analyst, Project Coordinator, Junior Accountant, and

What Can | Do With a
MKT Major

Learn more about the MKT
major and employment
opportunities through this
Hub Insights report.

Marketing/Social Media Coordinator.
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Co-op Application Guide

Still have questions about your Co-op
application? The Co-op Application

Guide highlights key aspects and
includes useful resources.
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Resume & Cover Letter
Builder

This Resume & Cover Letter
builder highlights best
practices for creating a strong
resume and cover letter.

Visit the Business Career Hub

Employer Events

The BCH hosts several
employer events to prepare
you for your professional
career. Refer to your weekly
'BCH Careers Newsletter
for a list of upcoming
events.

f@ TedRogersBCH

Bootcamps/Prep Programs

Advance your technical and
soft skills, earn digital badges,
and gain an advantage in
today’s workforce through
bootcamps. Click here to
register for current
bootcamps.

@ Business Career Hub Website

Staff Contributor
Anita Kumar
Anita Kumar is a Manager of Corporate Partnerships with over 20 years of
experience in business development, career services, staffing and recruitment.
She is dedicated to building meaningful relationships with co-op employers, and is
passionate about offering co-op students the guidance and support they need to
thrive throughout their co-op journey.

Coaching & Mock Interview

For career coaching,
interview prep and more,
schedule a 1:1 appointment
with a Career Consultant or
a Co-op Coordinator.

m TedRogersBCH

Student Contributor
Tahreem Patel
Tahreem is a fourth year Human Resources Management Student and currently a
Business Development Coordinator at the BCH. She is actively working on
developing her leadership skills through her various roles as a student leader and
is striving towards building a successful career in the HR field.
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