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SENATE MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 

THE COMMONS - POD 250 

 

 

4:30 p.m. Light dinner is available  

 

5:00 p.m. Senate Meeting starts 

 

 

 1. Call to Order/Establishment of Quorum 

 

 2. Approval of Agenda 

  Motion: That Senate approve the March 3, 2015 agenda 

 

 3. Announcements 

 

Pages 1-6 4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

  Motion:   That Senate approve the minutes of the January 27, 2015 meeting 

 

 5. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 6. Correspondence 

 

 7.   Reports 

Pages 7-11  7.1  Report of the President 

 7.1.1 President’s Update 

 

 7.2  Report of the Secretary 

 7.2.1  Notice of Senate elections from March 2-5 and March 9-12 

 

 7.3  Verbal report of the Vice Provost Planning, Paul Stenton, regarding the  

  2015-16 Budget: “The Context for Decision Making” 

 

 7.4  Ombudsperson’s Report:  N. Farrell (see 
 http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/agenda/2015/Ombuds_report_2013_14_March_3_2015.pdf ) 

 

 7.5  Committee Reports 

Pages 12-24  7.5.1  Report #W2015-2 of the Academic Standards Committee (ASC):   

  C. Evans 

http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/agenda/2015/Ombuds_report_2013_14_March_3_2015.pdf


 

Pages 12-18  7.5.1.1  Minor in Social Innovation (Faculty of Community Services) 

 Motion #1: That Senate approve the Minor in Social 

 Innovation. 

 

Page 18 7.5.1.2  Certificate in Family Supports: Discontinuation (The Chang 

  School of Continuing Education) 
 

 Motion #2: That Senate approve the Certificate in Family 

 Supports: Discontinuation 

 

Page 19  7.5.1.3   Certificate in Residential Care for Children and Youth: 

Discontinuation (The Chang School of Continuing 

Education) 

 

 Motion #3: That Senate approve the Certificate in 

 Residential Care for Children and Youth: Discontinuation 

 

Pages 19-20 7.5.1.4    Image Arts Certificate: Discontinuation of New Media 

   Specialization (The Chang School of Continuing 

Education) 

 

 Motion #4: That Senate approve the Image Arts 

 Certificate: Discontinuation of New Media Specialization 

 

Pages 20-21 7.5.1.5    Certificate in Advanced Neuroscience-Stroke Care: 

Discontinuation (The Chang School of Continuing 

Education) 

 

 Motion #5: That Senate approve the Certificate in 

 Advanced Neuroscience-Stroke Care: Discontinuation 

 

Pages 21-23 7.5.1.6    Certificate in Advancing the AODA: Principles and 

Practices of Accessibility: Changes to Certificate Title and 

Deletion of Selected Electives (The Chang School of 

Continuing Education) 

 

 Motion #6: That Senate approve the Certificate in  

 Advancing the AODA: Principles and Practices of 

 Accessibility: Changes to Certificate Title and Deletion of 

 Selected Electives 

 

Page 23 7.5.1.7    FOR INFORMATION – Certificate in Canadian Social 

Work Practice: Academic Home Designation (The Chang 

School of Continuing Education) 

 

8.    Old Business 

 



 

9.    New Business as Circulated 

 

10.  Members’ Business 

 

10.1  Senate Bylaw amendment:  D. Checkland  

 

Motion:  That the Senate Bylaws be amended to include a new section:  

“9.7.8.4  Motions to  approve ‘in principle’ are not in order.” 

 

11.  Consent Agenda 

       

12.  Adjournment 



 

 

SENATE MINUTES OF MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2015              

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

EX-OFFICIO:  FACULTY: STUDENTS: 

J. P. Boudreau R. Babin D. Naylor A. Adeli 

M. Bountrogianni S. Banerjee A. O’Malley D. Anderson 

I. Coe D. Checkland H. Parada D. Angarita 

T. Duever P. Danziger R. Ravindran   J. D’Cruz 

C. Evans M. Dionne D. Rose Z. Fatima 

U. George S. Dolgoy A. Sadeghian D. Hammond 

C. Hack C. Falzon B. Tan A. McKnight 

G. Hauck A. Ferworn K. Tucker Scott S. Pereira 

M. Lachemi F. Gunn P. Walsh M. Rix 

H. Lane Vetere E. Kam C. Zamaria J. Root 

M. Lefebvre J. Leshchyshyn J. Zboralski A. Shah 

S. Levy J. Martin  D. Tenty 

J. Mactavish V. Magness  M. Yousaf 

D. O’Neil Green D. Mason  J. Zyfi 

P. Stenton A. McWilliams   

J. Winton R. Meldrum   

S. Zolfaghari N. Naghibi   

    

    

SENATE ASSOCIATES:    

M. Lee Blickstead    

A. M. Brinsmead    

    

    

REGRETS: ABSENT:  ALUMNI: 

W. Cukier   R. Botelho  M. Sarkis 

A. Goss   G. Farok     

A. Kahan    

J. Lisi    

S. Murphy    

U. Siddiqui      
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1. Call to Order/Establishment of Quorum 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

The Secretary noted that the agenda was amended to reflect the deletion of two items:  Item 

7.4.3.1 and, under Item 7.5.1, the Graduate Program Council bylaws from the Fashion 

program. 

 

 Motion: That Senate approve the amended January 27, 2015 agenda 

 V. Magness moved; D. Mason seconded 

 Motion Approved. 

 

3. Announcements - None 

 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 Motion:   That Senate approve the minutes of the December 2, 2014 meeting 

 A. McWilliams moved; M. Bountrogianni seconded 

 Motion Approved. 

 

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes - None 

 

6. Correspondence - None 

 

7.   Reports 

 7.1   Report of the President 

 

 7.1.1 President’s Update 

 President Levy welcomed Janice Winton, Interim Vice President, Administration and 

Finance to Senate.   

 

The President made a short presentation regarding applications to universities by 

secondary school students in 2015 vs. 2014, which show that Ryerson is doing very well 

in that area, especially in the category of first-choice applications.  He noted that, system-

wide, we are going through a demographic decline in the number of secondary school 

students, which will be a challenge for universities in the next few years but, again, 

Ryerson is in a strong position compared to many other universities. 

 

The President invited Nancy Walton to update Senate regarding Ryerson’s applications 

for MTCU funding of online courses and modules, seven of which were successful, for a 

total of about $372,000 out of about $5.5 million across the province.  She thanked the 

many people who worked on the applications, including from the Digital Education 

Strategies Team at the Chang School, the Digital Media Projects office, and the Learning 

and Teaching Office.  She noted that there will be another call for applications in Fall 

2015, so that applications that were not successful in this competition will have another 

chance for funding. 

 

 7.2  Achievement Report 
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 7.3   Report of the Secretary 

  7.3.1  Notice of Senate elections for 2015-2016 

  The Secretary noted that the timeline for Senate elections and the positions available are 

presented in the agenda package and posted on the Senate website. 

 

 7.4   Committee Reports 

  7.4.1 Report #W2015-1 of the Academic Governance and Policy Committee (AGPC) 

  7.4.1.1  Update on the October 2013 Senate motion for AGPC to develop policy   

  clarifying the eligibility of (Academic) Directors, who are not Directors of a School, to  

  hold faculty positions on Senate:  J. Turtle 

 

  Motion:  That Senate approve that faculty who are Full (vs. Associate) Members of the  

  Ryerson Faculty Association (RFA), including (Academic) Directors who are not  

  Directors of a School, be eligible to serve in faculty positions on Senate for which they  

  are otherwise qualified.  

 

  D. Mason moved; S. Dolgoy seconded 

 D. Mason noted that the wording might unintentionally bar Directors of a School from 

serving on Senate; the Secretary noted that that is not the intent and that Directors of 

Schools have designated positions on Senate. 

D. Checkland suggested a wording change to address D. Mason’s point; a final version of 

the motion will be determined and brought to Senate for information. 

  Motion Approved. 

 

  7.4.1.2  Notice of upcoming review of the following policies, and invitation for   

  expressions of interest to join the review committee(s):  J. Turtle 

 Undergraduate Appeals (134) and Graduate Appeals (152)  

 Undergraduate Course Management (145) and Graduate Course Management (151) 

 Examinations (135) 

 

7.4.2  Update from the Policy 60 Review Committee:  D. Checkland and C. Evans 

D. Checkland stated that the proposed policy revision will be presented to Senate for 

discussion at either the March or April meeting, and then brought for approval at either 

the April or May meeting.  He described one important new aspect of the proposed 

policy revision, which is that faculty members would have the option to “hand off” a 

suspicion of academic misconduct to a member of a group of Designated Decision 

Makers (DDMs), and that a call for faculty members to express their interest in serving 

on the group of DDMs will go out in Winter 2015, so that they can be trained and in 

place for Fall 2015. 

 

M. Dionne congratulated the excellent work of the Policy 60 review committee and 

suggested that it serve as an example for future policy review committees. 
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  7.4.3  Report #W2015-1 of the Academic Standards Committee (ASC):  C. Evans 

  7.4.3.1 Certificate in PreMedicine and Professional Health Career  Foundation 

 Motion #1: That Senate approve the Certificate in PreMedicine and Professional Health 

 Career Foundations 

This motion was withdrawn from the agenda. 
 

  7.4.3.2 Bachelor of Arts in Language and Intercultural Relations 

 Motion #2: That Senate approve the Bachelor of Arts in Language and Intercultural 

 Relations 

J. P. Boudreau moved; G. Hauck seconded  

 

J. P. Boudreau congratulated all those who contributed to bringing this program to 

fruition, and noted that, if approved, it would represent the last “service department” at 

Ryerson to have its own program in place. 

 

 Motion Approved. 

 
 7.4.3.3  Certificate in IBM Mainframe System Z Computing: Discontinuation and 

Cancellation of Courses 

 Motion #3: That Senate approve the Certificate in IBM Mainframe System Z Computing: 

 Discontinuation and  Cancellation of Courses 

 C. Evans moved; M. Bountrogianni seconded 

 Motion Approved. 

 

  7.4.3.4  Certificate in Laboratory Management and Practices: Discontinuation 

  Motion #4: That Senate approve the Certificate in  Laboratory Management and  

  Practices: Discontinuation 

  C. Evans moved; M. Bountrogianni seconded 

  Motion Approved. 

 

 7.5  Report of the Yeates School of Graduate Studies (YSGS)  

 

  7.5.1  Graduate Program Council (GPC) Bylaws  

  Motion:  That Senate approve the following Graduate Program Council (GPC) bylaws: 

 Bylaws for eight Graduate Program Councils that have full membership of eligible 

YSGS members.  

 - Fashion (this item removed from the amended agenda) 

 - Film and Photographic Preservation  

 - Journalism  

 - Nutrition Communication  

 - Philosophy  

 - Policy Studies 

 - Public Policy and Administration  

 - Spatial Analysis  
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 Bylaws for three Graduate Program Councils that have opted for a membership that 

is a subset of the eligible YSGS members.  

- Digital Media  

- Social Work    

- TRSM  

 

J. Mactavish moved; D. Mason seconded.  

D. Mason asked about the size of the Digital Media and Social Work GPCs, as well as 

the Dean of Record for the Digital Media program.  J. Mactavish, and H. Parada from the 

Social Work program, responded to those questions. 

M. Dionne asked how the clause regarding a minimum number of members will be 

implemented in the Digital Media and Social Work GPC bylaws, and suggested that the 

wording from the TRSM bylaws be used as a guide. 

 

Motion to Divide:  That the Digital Media and Social Work bylaws be severed from the 

list of bylaws contained in this motion. 

M. Dionne moved; A. McWilliams seconded 

Motion Approved. 

 

Returning to the original motion on the table, now with the GPC bylaws from Digital 

Media and Social Work removed, M. Dionne proposed a friendly amendment that Article 

4.6 in the Nutrition Communication GPC bylaws be deleted because it was apparently 

included in error, to which no disagreement was expressed.  Regarding the GPC bylaws 

for Film and Photographic Preservation, M. Dionne raised issues regarding Articles 4.4, 

4.6 and 6.4, which the Chair interpreted as commentary to be taken under advisement. 

 

Original motion (with the GPC bylaws from Digital Media and Social Work 

removed) approved. 

 

Motion:  That the GPC bylaws from Digital Media and Social Work be deferred to a 

later meeting of Senate. 

D. Mason moved; M. Dionne seconded 

Motion Approved. 

 

8.    Old Business - None 

 

9.    New Business as Circulated - None 

 

10.  Members’ Business 

 D. Checkland provided Notice of Motion for the next Senate meeting, proposing that the 

 Senate Bylaws be amended to include that “motions in principle” be ruled out of order.  

 

11.  Consent Agenda (for information only) 

  11.1  Minor Changes to the School of Social Work Practicum Hours 

  11.2  Course changes from: 

Senate Meeting Agenda - March 3, 2015 Page 5 of 24



 

           (See http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/agenda/2015/Course_change_forms_Jan_27_2015.pdf)   
    Faculty of Arts - Language, Literatures and Culture 

           Faculty of Communication and Design - RTA School of Media 

   Faculty of Engineering and Architectural Science - Electrical and Computer  

        Engineering  

   Faculty of Science - Chemistry and Biology 

 

12.  Adjournment 

  The meeting adjourned at 6:24 p.m. 
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Ryerson-India-Wits University – On February 9th in Mumbai, Ryerson was proud to announce 

a trilateral partnership with the Bombay Stock Exchange Institute and the University of the 

Witwatersrand to develop and expand a multi-country network of entrepreneurship zones and 

innovation. The initiative builds on Ryerson leadership with the Digital Media Zone, and the 

progress of Zone Startups India which, since being opened by the Governor-General one year 

ago in Mumbai has grown to 40 startups, with industry connections and access to venture capital 

and angel investors. In South Africa, the catalyst for the new initiative will be the Joburg Centre 

for Software Engineering at Wits University through its technology hub in Braamfontein. The 

unprecedented network joining three geographically remote partners will offer entrepreneurs in 

Canada, India and South Africa opportunities for collaboration, access to world markets and a 

gateway to further investment and growth opportunities. Special thanks to Anver Saloojee, 

whose leadership was instrumental in our discussions with Wits University.  

Social Innovation Summit – On February 7-8, Ryerson held its first Social Innovation Summit 

and Social Hack, bringing together a collaborative effort by the Office of the Vice-President, 

Research and Innovation, Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Community Services, Ted Rogers School of 

Management, SocialVentures Zone, DMZ, RUaChangemaker and Enactus. The program offered 

keynote speakers including Marc Kielburger, co-founder of Free the Children and Me to We, 

workshops/case studies with community leaders, and a social hack competition on the theme of 

youth inclusion and civic engagement, where pitches were judged on viability, social potential, 

feasibility, innovation and the ability to create social change.  

Welcome –  

 Tom Anselmi, sports industry executive including fifteen years as President and Chief 

Operating Officer of Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment (MLSE) overseeing the Toronto 

Maple Leafs, the Toronto Raptors, the Toronto FC and the Toronto Marlies, has been 

appointed a Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Ted Rogers School of Management.   

 Olivia Chow, former Member of Parliament and City of Toronto councillor, best-selling 

author, city-builder and well-known public advocate for universal childcare, early learning, 

youth leadership and engagement, sustainable public transit, and refugee and immigrant 

rights has been appointed a distinguished visiting professor in the Faculty of Arts.  

 Marci Ien, co-host of CTV’s Canada AM, award-winning journalist with a career spanning 

three decades covering major national and international events and newsmakers, community 

supporter and youth mentor, has been appointed a distinguished visiting professor in the RTA 

School of Media in the Faculty of Communication & Design.  

 Jeff Melanson, President & CEO of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, formerly President of 

the Banff Centre, Executive Director of The National Ballet School, and Dean, Community 

School at The Royal Conservatory of Music, has been appointed a Distinguished Visiting 

Professor in the Faculty of Communication & Design’s School of Creative Industries.  

Ryerson University 

President’s Update to Senate 

March 3, 2015 
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SLC Gift – Isaac Olowolafe Jr., founder of Dream Maker Realty, has donated $105,000 to the 

Ryerson campaign in support of the new Student Learning Centre – attracted by the university’s 

record of city-building, academic strength in urban planning, leadership in pushing students to 

think outside the box about entrepreneurship and business concepts; and inspired by a family 

tradition and culture of giving back. His generosity is being recognized with the naming of the 

Dream Maker Realty Digital Media Experience Space, which shares the third floor of the 

Student Learning Centre with the DMZ’s new Launch Zone. The Dream Maker Realty DME 

will offer workshops in the use of advanced digital technologies, and provide the multi-media 

resources and peer support to improve digital literacy skills.  

DMZ Fellows – Members of Senate are encouraged to view this superb short video presenting, 

in their own words, the impact of Ryerson leadership on young global entrepreneurs, given the 

opportunity to advance their concepts and businesses in a way that contributes to the economic, 

social and cultural well-being of all our nations and the international community of innovators 

supporting each other’s work: http://www.msn.com/en-ca/video/watch/ryerson-attracts-

immigrant-entrepreneurs/vp-f0ad7223-b3b9-430e-b82b-a4d8bc209311    

Next Big Idea in Sport Competition – On February 20th Ryerson in partnership with Rogers 

Communications announced a contest encouraging startup companies to explore innovation 

opportunities within the sports industry spanning analytics, athletic performance technologies, 

analysis of business management, fan engagement, consumer experiences and social innovation. 

The competition advances Ryerson leadership in sports entrepreneurship with Rogers support for 

the Sportsnet RTA Production Centre for the RTA School of Media, and the Loretta Rogers 

Research Chair in Sport Marketing at the Ted Rogers School of Management held by Cheri 

Bradish, and will provide selected startups with four months at the DMZ and the chance to win 

$100,000 in cash prizes. The judging panel will be led by the Canadian Football League's 12th 

Commissioner, Mark Cohon, and include leaders from Canada's preeminent sport organizations:  

 Brian Cooper, President/CEO, S&E Sponsorship Group 

 Troy Ewanchyna, Vice President and GM, NBCSports.com 

 John Harper, SVP Consulting, Wasserman Media Group (LA) 

 Dale Hooper, Chief Brand Officer, Rogers Communications 

 Dave Hopkinson, Chief Commercial Officer, Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment 

 Christina Litz, VP Broadcast and Media Assets, Canadian Football League 

 Scott Moore, President of Sportsnet & NHL Properties, Rogers Communications 

 Kelly Murumets, President/CEO, Tennis Canada 

 Chris Overholt, CEO, Canadian Olympic Committee 

 Gaetan Tardif, President, Canadian Paralympic Committee 

 Alyson Walker, VP Content, Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment 

This Is Our Flag, These Are Our People – On Friday, February 13th at the Mattamy Athletic 

Centre, The Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, hosted an event in 

celebration of the 50th anniversary of the National Flag of Canada. A living re-creation of the 

Canadian flag featuring 2,015 Ontarians young and old from all walks of life, including a group 

of 100 new citizens, was captured by renowned large format photographer Edward Burtynsky 

(Image Arts ’82, Doctor of Fine Arts honoris causa ’07). The project was supported by the 

Department of Canadian Heritage and Ryerson University, and the great image can be found at: 

http://www.lgontario.ca/en/PublishingImages/FLAG_5000px.jpg. 
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Government announcements – Recent announcements of support from funds to advance 

specific government objectives recognize it is Our Time to Lead across a breadth of initiatives 

connected to current and emerging challenges and opportunities: 

 February 19th – $500,000 from the Social Enterprise Demonstration Fund (SEDF) – to 

create and deliver an accelerator program to support GTA early-stage social ventures, 

announced by Premier Kathleen Wynne at an Economic Club of Canada event where I joined 

the Premier, Minister of Economic Development, Employment and Infrastructure Brad 

Duguid and Ryerson social entrepreneurs Tariq Fancy (Rumie), Mauricio Meza (Komodo 

Inc.), and Eva Wong (Borrowell) at a session on “Innovation and opportunity, building an 

entrepreneurial Ontario.” Ryerson, the only university among SEDF recipients, will work 

with Ryerson Futures Inc. and partners such as the  YWCA, Futurepreneur, Ashoka Canada, 

and the Toronto Youth Cabinet to help develop GTA social enterprises that address issues of 

equity and diversity with a focus on under-represented groups and youth facing barriers. 

 February 6th – $370,000 from the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities’ Shared 

Online Course Fund – for seven new sets of online learning modules to develop high-quality 

learning options giving students greater access and mobility in Ryerson academic disciplines 

including entrepreneurship and strategy, image arts, journalism, law and business, midwifery, 

nursing, and psychology. The proposals were assisted by the Office of eLearning, the Digital 

Media Projects Office, the Digital Education Strategies Team, and the Learning and 

Teaching Office, and feature collaboration with other postsecondary institutions.  

 January 19th – $997,000 from the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 

Ontario (FedDev Ontario) Investing in Business Innovation initiative – for Ryerson spin-off 

company 7D Surgical Inc. to continue development and market a surgical navigation system 

pioneered by Dr. Victor Yang, Canada Research Chair in Bioengineering and Biophotonics, 

and neurosurgeon at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre. FedDev Ontario’s investment 

leverages $3.5 million in private investment in 7D Surgical, including support from the 

Ryerson Angel Network.  

 January 16th – $407,000 from the Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities’ 

Mental Health Innovation Fund – for a partnership of campus groups, community services 

and hospitals that will help Ryerson develop a support group tailored to address substance 

use and addictions among university students. The model, based on a youth treatment 

program launched by LOFT Community Services, will also be implemented at George 

Brown College and OCAD University, and will follow the Acceptance and Commitment 

Therapy (ACT) approach used by the Hospital for Sick Children, involving facilitators and 

case managers, trained university-aged peer mentors, and a 24/7 crisis support line.  

 BIA Cup – Ryerson captured the 1st annual BIA basketball challenge, winning three of the 

four matchups between the Ryerson Rams and the University of Toronto Blues. Both men’s 

and women’s teams competed, with each university hosting in turn – at the Goldring Centre 

for High Performance Sport and the Mattamy Athletic Centre. Inaugurated by the Toronto 

Association of Business Improvement Areas (TABIA), representing 78 local BIAs and over 

35,000 local businesses, the BIA Cup celebrates the cross-town basketball rivalry and vibrant 

downtown environment for community engagement and excellence. The official BIA Cup 

was created with a portion of steel cladding from the Goldring Centre and a piece of concrete 

from what was once centre ice at Maple Leaf Gardens. 
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United Way – Thanks to Ryerson generosity and spirit, we surpassed our target and raised 

$225,480.58 to support and help our communities. Special thanks to students, faculty and staff 

across campus whose leadership and engagement in the first year of the Ryerson United Way 

Ambassadors program played a vital role working closely with the steering committee to share 

information and encourage participation. From residence dinners to clothing and jewelry sales, 

the Faculty Challenge Hockey Night, Silent Auction, Enbridge CN Tower Climb, Chillin’ on 

Gould, President's Holiday Party and more, all of the many events helped take us over the top. 

Thank you to campaign chair Erin McGinn and co-chairs Jennifer Mactavish and John Corallo, 

and to everyone for making a meaningful mark. Without you, there would be no way. 

Congratulations –  

 On behalf of the Toronto International Film Festival, Piers Handling, Director and CEO 

(Doctor of Laws honoris causa, ’06) accepted the inaugural Legacy Award from the 

Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television at a red carpet event in Beverly Hills on 

February 19th – honouring a festival that has established Toronto as a key date on the global 

circuit and championed Canadian cinema and talent.  

 Warren K. Winkler (Doctor of Laws honoris causa ’13) former labour lawyer, mediator and 

Chief Justice of Ontario received the Order of Ontario on February 3rd for distinguished 

service negotiating some of Canada’s most significant and complex labour and class-action 

disputes, and working to increase access to the justice system. 

 Jean-Paul Boudreau, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, has been elected a Fellow of the Canadian 

Psychological Association for distinguished contributions to the discipline of psychology, 

academic and administrative leadership, and exceptional sustained service to professional 

publications and organizations. 

 Rafik Loutfy, Director of Engineering Innovation and Entrepreneurship (EIE) and FEAS 

Innovator-in-Residence, was named “Canadian Arab to Watch in 2015” by the Canadian 

Arab Institute, for international accomplishments in research and innovation, a career in 

corporate leadership, and mentoring students on their academic and entrepreneurial journeys. 

 Kamal Al-Solaylee, Journalism, is among the authors in Canada Reads 2015, CBC's annual 

battle of the books. His memoir Intolerable is going up against The Inconvenient Indian by 

Thomas King, When Everything Feels like the Movies by Raziel Reid, And the Birds Rained 

Down by Jocelyne Saucier, and Ru by Kim Thúy. Panelists debating the merits of the books 

have been tasked with choosing "the one book to break barriers" in a selection “offering 

remarkable diversity,” with one book voted off each week until only one remains. 

 Carolyn Ferns (BA’04, MA ’09 Early Childhood Studies), head of the Ontario Coalition for 

Better Child Care, is among the Toronto Star’s Top Ten to Watch in 2015, for sustained 

advocacy promoting more spaces for families in licensed non-profit affordable child care in 

the province, and for championing child care as an issue of importance to us all.  

 Lily Jeon and Diana Koncan (4th Yr Arch. Sci.) led the construction of Snowcone as part of 

the inaugural international Toronto Winter Stations Competition inviting artists, designers, 

and architects to reimagine lifeguard stations as public art, using warmth as the theme. The 

Ryerson student project joined four designs (2 from the UK, and one each from the USA and 

Canada) chosen by the jury among 196 submissions from 36 countries. All five projects 

installed between Kew and Balmy Beaches are open to the public until March 20th. 
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 Virginia Ludy (Bachelor of Applied Arts Geography & Environmental Studies ’85) has been 

appointed the first female general manager of the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE), 

recognizing a 30-year career at the CNE and a leadership role in designing the new CNE 

strategic plan. The CNE partners with Ryerson in offering students in the Thrill Lab (Tools 

for Holistic Ride Inspection Learning and Leadership) led by Kathryn Woodcock an 

extraordinary opportunity for research and experiential learning in engineering and 

occupational health and safety with ‘behind the scenes’ access to the fair each year.  

 The winners of the 6th annual Danier Design Challenge, an exclusive partnership offering 

students at the School of Fashion a professional connection to industry, were announced on 

January 23rd: 1st Place winner Joobo Shim was awarded $5,000 with his jacket joining the 

Danier fall 2015 line; 2nd Place ($3,000) went to Mickelli Orbe; and 3rd Place ($2,000) to 

Dimitar Dangov.  This year 65 students took part in the annual challenge, designed to 

promote emerging talent and advance the Canadian fashion industry. 

 At the annual EduStyle Awards on January 28th, RU Student Life won both Judges Choice 

for Best Community Driven Social Media for #RoadToRyerson, and People's Choice for 

Best Sub-Site of a University website; the international competition recognizes the most 

innovative and exciting developments in key areas of higher education web development. 

 On January 31st Ryerson MBA teams owned the podium at the Rotman Net Impact 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Case Competition, placing 1st (Seth Sobel, Alison 

Saretsky, Henrique Hon, Peter Nogalo), 2nd (Ilia Maor, Krysten Connely, Megan Young, 

Jonathan Menchella) and 3rd (Sush Saini, Eva Wong and Matthew Glezos) in a sweep 

unprecedented in the history of the event. Teams from six universities were given six days to 

put together a marketing plan for GM Chevrolet to recast itself as a car maker with an 

environmental conscience.  

 A team of Master of Arts in Public Policy and Administration students (Sana Adi, Goran 

Arsenovic, Keren Gottfried, Davoud Sarfaraz) came second in their division at the 4th 

Annual National Public Administration Case Study Competition held at Dalhousie University 

on February 6th, preparing and presenting a strategic plan addressing a policy challenge 

around Canada’s growing infrastructure deficit. 

from the President’s Calendar 

January 19, 2015: Dr. Maurice Bitran, CEO of the Ontario Science Centre, was on campus for a 

tour of DMZ and the Advanced Manufacturing and 3D Printing Lab.  

January 21, 2015: At the invitation of the New and Emerging Academic Leaders (NEAL) 

program, I gave a talk as part of the 2014-15 series on innovation and partnership, held at the 

Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute, St. Michael’s Hospital. 

January 30-31, 2015: At the invitation of Lakehead University President Brian Stevenson, I 

visited campus, met with the Lakehead executive team, and spoke at the Lakehead University 

Board of Governors retreat.  
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REPORT OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

Report #W2015–2; March 2015 

 

In this report the Academic Standards Committee (ASC) brings to Senate its evaluation and 

recommendation on the following items: 

 

 Minor in Social Innovation (Faculty of Community Services) 

 Certificate in Family Supports: Discontinuation (The Chang School of Continuing Education) 

 Certificate in Residential Care for Children and Youth: Discontinuation (The Chang School of 

Continuing Education) 

 Image Arts Certificate: Discontinuation of New Media Specialization (The Chang School of 

Continuing Education) 

 Certificate in Advanced Neuroscience-Stroke Care: Discontinuation (The Chang School of 

Continuing Education) 

 Certificate in Advancing the AODA: Principles and Practices Of Accessibility: Changes to 

Certificate Title and Deletion of Selected Electives (The Chang School of Continuing Education) 

 FOR INFORMATION – Certificate in Canadian Social Work Practice: Academic Home 

Designation (The Chang School of Continuing Education) 

 

A.  MINOR IN SOCIAL INNOVATION 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This proposal for a Minor in Social Innovation, based in the Faculty of Community Services, takes as its 

starting point Our Time To Lead, Ryerson’s Academic Plan 2014-19, which profiles ‘fostering 

innovation’ amongst Ryerson’s top distinguishing characteristics and priorities.  It is based on extensive 

discussions with academic leaders in the Faculty of Arts, TRSM and the Faculty of Community Services, 

as well as multiple meetings and discussions with Academic Standards. 

 

Around the world people are bringing new thinking and processes to bear on broad system change to 

address the root causes of complex social and ecological problems. Here in Canada, social innovation 

strategies and initiatives abound and are viewed as critical to boosting the country’s growth and 

prosperity as well as solutions to intractable social problems.  On our Campus social innovation activity is 

evident on many fronts, contributing to Ryerson’s growing reputation as a leader in this emerging social 

field.  

 

Looking ahead to the next five years the University has set its sights on fostering an innovation eco-

system where organizations in Toronto and around the world come to solve complex problems, find 

innovative solutions and create new possibilities. In this, Ryerson is positioning itself as a destination 

where students are attracted by learning opportunities beyond the classroom, prepared with the necessary 

skills to thrive in today’s knowledge economy (Academic Plan, p. 9), and provided with opportunities to 

explore creative cultural and social innovations that can enrich the fabric of Canadian society (p.11).  

 

The proposed Minor in Social Innovation is consistent with Ryerson University’s vision “to be 

recognized as Canada’s leading comprehensive innovation university.” It is designed to advance 

Ryerson’s vision in three priority areas identified in the current Academic Plan: (1) fostering an 

innovation ecosystem; (2) creating student engagement and success through exceptional experiences; and 

(3) expanding community engagement and City Building. The academic goals of the proposed Minor are 

also consistent with Ryerson’s mission, which emphasizes the responsibility “to serve as well as 
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anticipate and respond to societal need by seeking and defining new opportunities to make the world 

better.” In this, students are not only “prepared for future careers” but encouraged to “drive change” (p.5). 

 

2. RATIONALE 

Traditional academic training equips students to enter the world as it is; engagement in the emergent field 

of social innovation prepares students to see themselves as agents of change, and ultimately to take action 

to change the world for the better. With this proposed Minor, we envision an approach to learning that is 

academically rigorous, but that empowers students to pursue the social themes and issues that invoke 

within them a passion and a burning desire to create change for the betterment of people’s lives, locally, 

nationally or globally. From the perspective of, for example, a student and the communities they will 

work in, the world does not divide neatly into disciplines, academic subjects, or institutional towers; the 

world, and life within it, is complex, interdependent, fluid and relational. Fundamentally, our goal is to 

provide a learning context where a student in Business can pursue his or her passion to impact 

homelessness, or a student in Urban and Regional Planning can initiate change in the everyday experience 

of persons with disabilities. 

The proposed Minor fits with how we understand what it is to live in an interdependent and complex 

global society. We seek to create a place for debate, exploration and discovery amongst students, 

scholars, researchers, activists, and practitioners at sites where social issues intersect with professional 

practice and policy in a multitude of contexts, across silos and disciplines. Our hope is that students arrive 

at new insights and collaborative approaches to the complex problems they experience in the world.   

This proposal sets out a curriculum pathway that offers a rigorous program of study and critical thinking, 

as well as creative opportunities for student engagement, transformative learning and reflective practice.  

Fundamental is the exposure students will have to different kinds of expertise and different forms of 

knowledge. This will prepare our students to generate new approaches to address complex social 

problems and to become future leaders who will contribute to the economic and social well-being of the 

city, province and country.  Significantly it will offer them increased opportunities to develop marketable 

knowledge and competencies in social innovation processes to build careers, enter diverse professions, 

find new solutions and to make their own contributions in their fields of practice.  

New programs and courses in this emerging field face unique challenges.  Curriculum in social innovation 

with its focus on new solutions to social problems requires a deep understanding of how social problems 

are rooted in institutionalized values, ideas, practices, structures, entrenched advantage and disadvantage 

as well as the political nature of the enterprise. Curriculum in social entrepreneurship requires a focus on 

learning the art of balancing social and commercial objectives, while maintaining a systems view and 

managing accountability to multiple constituencies in collaborative inter-professional work. It also 

requires an understanding of current trends in the social sector and finding ways to manage the shifting 

identities of organizations and roles in the public, for-profit and non-profit domains.  

 

Fundamental to developing a curriculum pathway for social innovation is recognizing its inter-

disciplinary approach, one that draws across different levels of analysis from the micro to the macro, and 

often between the wide-ranging disciplines offered on campus.  Certainly it is a field that opposes 

academic insularity, resists silos and thrives in a horizontal structure.  

 

3. GOALS & LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

The aim is to make social innovation intellectually sharp as well as practical for a new generation of 

young people who want to bring about change. The fundamental goal of the Minor is to help students see 

themselves as “change makers”, with the capacity to become leaders in introducing new, innovative, 

radical and sustainable ways of improving life for those living in marginalized, disadvantaged or 

peripheral circumstances. In so doing the proposed Minor supports the priority of enriched undergraduate 
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education through “interactions with diverse faculty, industry practitioners, peers and organizations in the 

community and through experiential learning and research opportunities” (Academic Plan, p.9). These in-

between spaces of collaboration and interaction – across departments and disciplines, between 

communities within and outside the university – are most likely to spark the “collision points” or synergy, 

igniting creativity and innovation (Academic Plan, p. 21). 

 

Four overall learning objectives are embedded in this proposal. Students will (1) gain an understanding of 

and an appreciation for the concepts and theories of social innovation and entrepreneurship; (2) 

experience and reflect on the power unleashed through inter-disciplinary learning and inter-professional 

action; (3) understand and see themselves as “changemakers” in relation to deeply embedded social 

challenges; and (4) create professional networks of peers and social innovators in the fields of practice. 

 

The proposed Minor is designed to build toward the ongoing transformation of the University’s 

curriculum towards greater flexibility, enhanced interdisciplinary curriculum and increased transferability 

and the move to open electives to “improve educational quality and maximize students readiness for the 

creative economy” (Ryerson’s Submission, Strategic Mandate Agreement).  

 

4. CURRICULUM 

The structure, organization and delivery of the proposed Minor correspond to that of other Minors at 

Ryerson, although this one will provide a more interdisciplinary list of elective courses than what is 

typical of other Minors. The Minor will be managed and guided through the School of Child & Youth 

Care and the Chair of Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship based in that School.  The core courses of 

the minor will be embedded in the curriculum of the School of Child & Youth Care and will be listed in 

the PR Table of the School.  

Consistent with other Minors, the proposed Minor in Social Innovation will require the completion of six 

courses.   Each student must complete three required courses and three electives. Students are able to 

receive guidance, coaching, and mentorship from multiple sources, including the Chair of Social 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship, the Distinguished Visiting Professor in Social Innovation, 

Distinguished Visiting Professor in Zone Learning as well as faculty members from the School of Child 

& Youth Care and other FCS Schools when choosing their elective courses. Where applicable, students 

individually or in groups will be introduced to mentors from within the social sector field that coincide 

with their interests and career choice. Opportunities for networking by means of cross-disciplinary 

interactions, expanded connections with external organizations and communities as well as industry and 

government partners will greatly enrich the employment prospects for students taking the Minor.  

 

Specifically, the Minor in Social Innovation will orient students’ critical engagement in the analysis of 

issues related to social innovation, reflection drawn from different perspectives; active incorporation of an 

interdisciplinary perspective; significant and appropriate use of scholarly and narrative sources; skills for 

clear presentation, organization and structure of assignments; and originality of thinking. 

THREE REQUIRED COURSES 

 

CYC XXX: Exploring Social Innovation 

The focus of this lecture course is to introduce students to the methods and practices social 

innovators are using to address complex social problems.  The course will provide an overview of 

social innovation methods and enable a “deep dive” into specific methods that interest students or 

support a project in development.  It will also provide students with the opportunity to network 

about a particular project idea or area of interest. 
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CYC XXX: Social Innovation in Practice 

The course unfolds through a combination of classroom guests and lectures and off-campus, 

attendance at learning events in Toronto’s rich social innovation community. The focus of the 

course is: 1) to introduce students to the field of social innovation, focusing on innovation activity 

in the Toronto social sectors, 2) to foster and support the development of a change project or area 

of interest with respect to social change and 3) to help students see themselves as ‘change makers’ 

in the current social context, building the capacity to become leaders in social service 

organizations, innovating nonprofits or social enterprises working with intractable social problems.  

 

CYC XXX: Social Innovation in Action 

This course aims to provide an opportunity for students to put their learning into action by 

developing and implementing a social innovation activity in the community, focused on the 

particular area of interest identified by the student and consistent with the subject-specific learning 

through the student’s choice of elective courses. This course will include provisions for a 

mentoring component through community partners and practice leaders. The course brings together 

the skills, knowledge and tools acquired in the courses that have preceded it by giving students an 

opportunity to relate these understandings to ‘real-world’ social innovation applications.  

Prerequisites:  CYCXXX Foundations of Social Innovation AND CYCXXX Social Innovation in 

Practice 

 

THREE ELECTIVES 

 

Students will choose three elective courses from the list of courses course provided. The list of 

elective courses has been clustered into thematic areas in order to assist students with ensuring 

coherence in their choice of electives and how these relate to the required courses. Students can 

choose any three courses on this list (assuming they have any required prerequisites), however, the 

courses have been grouped into themes to facilitate an informed choice. Students may not take 

more than two (2) electives from their own core program area (as per Policy 148). The electives are 

initially drawn from FCS, but with the goal of expanding this list to include courses from across the 

university as interest in the Minor grows. The six themes are: (1) Health & Well-Being,  (2) 

Adversity & Rights, (3) Community Development, (4) Diversity, (5) Global Issues, and (6) 

Leadership & Advocacy. 

 
Theme 1:  Health & Well-Being 

CYC 101 Introduction to Child & Youth Care 

CLD 450 Indigenous Early Learning 

MWF 325 Birth and its Meanings 

DST 503 Current Topics in Disability 

SWP 903 Crisis Intervention* 

SWP 908 Social Group Work* 

SWP 925 Strong Helpers Teachings 

SWP 933 Indigenous Health and Well-being 

FNY 400 Selected Topics in Food Security 

FNY 510  Indigenous Food Systems in Canada 

Theme 2:  Adversity & Rights 

CYC 201 Child Abuse & Neglect 

CYC 602 Children’s Rights 

SWP 905  Critical Approaches to Mental Health 

and Madness 

SWP 923 Family Violence* 

FNY 409 Gender and Food Security 

 

Theme 3:  Community Development 

DST 506 Making Ontario Accessible 

SWP 939 Art and Social Transformation 

FNY 407 Community Development and Food 

Security* 

FNJY 408 Urban Food Security* 

INT 912 Community Development: International 

Field Experience 

INT 917 Urban Community Development 

Theme 4:  Diversity 

DST 504 Mad People’s History 

SWP 900 Race and Ethnicity* 

SWP 926 Critical Practice with Queer Populations* 

Theme 5: Global Issues 

CLD 448 Childhood in a Global Context 

SWP 928 International Social Work* 

FNY 403 Food Security Concepts and Principles 

FNY 404 Food Policy and Programs in Food 

Security* 
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Theme 6: Leadership & Innovation 

CYC 601 Social Research Methods 

DST 727 Leadership for Social Action* 

SWP 927 Advocacy in Social Work* 

SWP 938 Innovative Organizing in Precarious Times 

Note: an asterisk denotes that the course has a prerequisite 

 

5. SEQUENCE 

There is a limited prerequisite structure embedded within the Minor; Exploring Social Innovation and 

Social Innovation in Practice are prerequisites for Social Innovation in Action. Beyond that, however, 

students can complete the Minor in any sequence.  Typically, students would take the two required 

courses (Exploring SI and SI in Practice) first, then complete the three electives, and finally complete the 

third required course (SI in Action).  However, the Minor can work reflectively as well; this means that 

students may have taken one, two or all three electives prior to taking the required courses, in which case 

what they have learned in those electives will inform reflectively how they learn in the required courses. 

6. EXAMPLES 

Student A, enrolled in any faculty and/or program from across the university, chooses Exploring Social 

Innovation as a general elective with no intention of completing the Minor. As a result of taking this 

course, the student is inspired to see him or herself as a change maker, becomes aware of the Minor, and 

then plans, potentially with coaching and guidance from the instructor or other faculty members involved 

in the delivery of the Minor, his or her pathway for the Minor. Student A therefore takes SI in Practice 

next, selects three electives that speak to his or her passion and interest, and then proceeds to take SI in 

Action and complete a social innovation project in the community, thus completing all requirements for 

the Minor at time of graduation. 

Student B has taken two courses related to homelessness that happen to be on the list of eligible electives 

of this Minor. As a result of taking these courses, the student becomes interested in doing something 

about homelessness, but in his or her regular program (for example Early Childhood Studies or 

Biomedical Sciences), no opportunities for engaging the issue of homelessness exist.  The student learns 

of the Minor and enrolls in Exploring Social Innovation. Having already completed two electives, the 

students then takes Social Innovation in Practice and a third elective simultaneously. Finally, the student 

takes Social Innovation in Action in his or her last semester at Ryerson, where he or she draws on their 

learning about homelessness from previous courses, and uses their learning about social innovation to 

design a change project in the homelessness sector in Toronto in partnership with a practice leader and 

under the guidance of the Chair of Social Innovation.  

7. DEMAND & IMPLEMENTATION 

CYCXXX Foundations of Social Innovation will be offered in the nearest Fall semester following 

approval of the Minor. It is anticipated that students from all faculties may be interested in this Minor. 

While the pathways through the Minor will vary from student to student, a typical scenario would have 

students start the Minor in the 2
nd

 year of their academic program with the first two required courses in 

Fall and Winter, then complete their electives in their third year of study, and finally complete the third 

required course in their final year of study. The Minor would roll out slowly allowing for professionally 

related courses to be approved and listed as eligible electives, and if and when open electives become 

available, allowing for a settling in phase for their operationalization.   

In terms of resource demand, the Minor requires the initial development of the three required new 

courses, taught on-site. The Chair of Social Innovation is completing this development work (winter 

2015) in partnership with the two FCS Academic Leads. The John C. Eaton Chair will typically be the 

designated instructor for the CYCXXX Social Innovation in Practice course as well as the CYCXXX 
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Social Innovation in Action course. Both these courses involve facilitation and coaching of students by 

the Chair of Social Innovation but are delivered in partnership with community leaders in the field of 

social innovation.  Students will be expected to work with their community mentors/networks to complete 

their project, with the formal instructor providing supervision and ultimately assessment of their work. 

The other required course, CYCXXX Exploring Social Innovation, will be taught by FCS 

faculty/instructors. 

8. ACADEMIC MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE 

The Faculty of Community Services proposes to offer the Minor in Social Innovation through the School 

of Child and Youth Care, which will ultimately assume responsibility. The Minor meets the mandate and 

vision of the School of Child and Youth Care and provides an opportunity to extend knowledge in this 

area of study to a broader population of students who will have the opportunity to lead change. 

Importantly, Marilyn Struthers, the John C. Eaton Chair in Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship and 

Ric Young, Distinguished Visiting Professor in Social Innovation are based in that School and will 

contribute their significant expertise and knowledge during the early stages of development and 

implementation. 

 

9. COMPARATOR PROGRAMS 

The office of the John C. Eaton Chair in Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship conducted a scan of a 

fifteen academic Minors in Social Innovation/ Entrepreneurship offered at the undergraduate level by 

University programs across the US and Canada. An analysis of the key components of these programs 

reveals a tendency for programs to adopt a singular focus. Either their primary focus is on experiential 

learning by means of labs, projects, and coaching or their primary focus is on theory. Seldom do they 

offer both theory and practice, an approach we prefer for being most congruent with Ryerson’s history 

and orientation. In this, the Minor in Social Innovation at Ryerson is distinctive.  

 

A few other observations from the scan reveal that very few Universities offer curriculum on the 

background history and context of social innovation; that very little is offered in terms of skill 

development (e.g. grant writing/business planning); that very few universities provide seed funding for 

new projects; and that many Universities allow for a field practicum where students work for an existing 

organization. 

 

10. LIBRARY RESOURCES 

Students enrolled in the Minor will have access to the print and electronic materials available through the 

Ryerson University Library.  The Library is updated regularly and many new holdings are added each 

year for the sake of currency.  Most of the courses offered through the Minor are courses that exist 

already within teaching departments and are included among the teaching departments’ regular offerings, 

suggesting that the possession or acquisition of supporting resources is assured. The Library’s electronic 

holdings currently include virtually all of the major journals and periodicals relevant to the field of social 

innovation. 

 

Reading and learning material available through the library will be further complemented through the 

FCS website: changetheworld.fcs.ryerson.ca. The website was designed to support students and faculty to 

access research and practice resources related to social innovation, to find events and opportunities in the 

social innovation world as well as to ensure a cross- disciplinary connection between social innovation 

and social entrepreneurship. 

 

11. THE FACULTY OF COMMUNITY SERVICES & SOCIAL INNOVATION 

The Faculty of Community Services has an established track record of hosting successful University-wide 

collaborations and events, as well as teaching opportunities that have enhanced our knowledge of and 

experience in the emergent field of social innovation. The Eaton family deliberately chose the Faculty of 
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Community Services as the site for their endowment for the John C. Eaton Chair of Social Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship, a position now occupied by Marilyn Struthers, a well-known social innovator, hosted in 

the School of Child & Youth Care. Over the course of the past 18 months, the Faculty of Community 

Services has embarked on an ambitious program of embedding social innovation in curriculum, extra-

curricular activity, research, knowledge dissemination and public awareness activities.   

 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the Minor in 

Social Innovation 

 

B. CERTIFICATE IN FAMILY SUPPORTS: DISCONTINUATION 

The Certificate in Family Supports was developed in cooperation with the School of Early Childhood 

Studies and the School of Nutrition and launched in 1996. In 2007, Chang School Council approved the 

revisions of the Certificate from eight to six courses. In recent years, although selected courses within the 

certificate have continued to appeal to the full-time and part-time undergraduate students, there has been 

limited registration by CNED students and the certificate has been reviewed and is not financially viable. 

Continuing Education students also indicated that they would prefer fewer courses in their program of 

study focusing on family support.  47 students discontinued the certificate between 2007 and 2015, 152 

students registered in the certificate (approximately 18 new students per year in the last 3 years) and 43 

graduated from the program. The completion span for the students in this time frame is 4 years. 

 

Practitioners in the sector recommended that a more condensed professional learning opportunity be made 

available to the sector. For this reason, the Course Series in Family Supports and Community 

Engagement has been introduced to Chang School Council for approval. The recommendation is to 

discontinue the Family Supports Certificate and replace it with the proposed Course Series in Family 

Supports and Community Engagement.  

 

Current certificate students will continue to have the opportunity to register in the Family Supports 

Certificate during the 2014/2015 academic year to allow those who have been considering the certificate 

to proceed with their plans. The certificate will be discontinued effective in the 2015/2016 academic year.  

 

The following Family Supports courses would be retained and offered as a part of a NEW Course Series 

titled “Family Supports and Community Engagement”:  

CVFS 401 Contemporary Family Issues 

CVFS 403 Family Supports Theory and Practices 

CVFS 406 Guiding Children’s Development 

 

The following Family Supports practicum course will be retained from 2015/16 to 2017/18 to ensure the 

Family Supports Certificate students have an opportunity to select the practicum elective option as they 

complete their certificate studies. This is an instructor guided independent study course: 

CVFS 408 Practicum/Project 

 

The following Family Supports courses have experienced very low enrollments and course cancellations 

for many years and will be discontinued in The Chang School effective the 2015/2106 academic year: 

CVFS 400 Group Dynamics and Interpersonal Communication 

CVFS 402 Families, Power and Change 

 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the 

Certificate in Family Supports: Discontinuation 
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C. CERTIFICATE IN RESIDENTIAL CARE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH: 

DISCONTINUATION 

The Certificate in Residential Care for Children and Youth has not been offered since Winter 2010.   The 

original intention was to cancel the certificate due to lack of registrations and poor fiscal viability. 

However, at the time that the Certificate was reviewed and placed on ‘pause’, specific faculty suggested 

that the Certificate be retained for a short time in case the courses could be used by Child and Youth Care 

faculty in international initiatives. This has not been the case.  

 

It is recommended that the Certificate in Residential Care for Children and Youth be formally 

discontinued and that certificate courses be deleted from published Chang School offerings.  

 

Courses:  

CVCY 101: Communications in Residential Care  

CVCY 102: Human Growth and Development  

CVCY 103: Principles of Group Care 

CVCY 104: Residential Care Techniques  

CVCY 105: Health, Ethics, and Professionalism  

CVCY 200: Reflective Practice Seminar  

 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the 

Certificate in Residential Care for Children and Youth: Discontinuation 

 

D. IMAGE ARTS CERTIFICATE: DISCONTINUATION OF NEW MEDIA SPECIALIZATION 

The Chang School offers an Image Arts Certificate with three specializations: Film Studies, Photography 

Studies and New Media.  

 

The New Media Specialization was put on pause during 2014-2015. The New Media degree program has 

moved from the School of Image Arts to the RTA School of Media. Given the major changes to the New 

Media undergraduate program curriculum that have occurred, we submit for approval the discontinuation 

of the Image Arts - New Media Specialization starting Fall 2015.  

 

In order to facilitate student completion of the New Media Specialization, CDNM-series of courses will 

be offered until the end of Spring/Summer semester 2016.  

 

The revised certificate will now have two Specializations: Film Studies, and Photography.  

 
CURRENT CERTIFICATE 

Required Courses 

CMPC 101   Combined Media:  Visual Studies I 

CMPC 103   Combined Media:  Art and the Classical 

Tradition 

CMPC 201   Combined Media:  Concepts and Theories 

CMPC 203   Combined Media:  Art in the Modern 

World 

 

REVISED CERTIFICATE 

Required Courses 

CMPC 101   Combined Media:  Visual Studies I 

CMPC 103   Combined Media:  Art and the Classical 

Tradition 

CMPC 201   Combined Media:  Concepts and Theories 

CMPC 203   Combined Media:  Art in the Modern 

World 

 

Specialization in Film Studies 

CDMP 117   Film Studies:  Film Technology I 

CDMP 118   Film Studies:  Film and Sound Editing I 

CDMP 129   Film Studies:  Motion Picture Production I 

 

Specialization in Photography 

Specialization in Film Studies 

CDMP 117   Film Studies:  Film Technology I 

CDMP 118   Film Studies:  Film and Sound Editing I 

CDMP 129   Film Studies:  Motion Picture Production I 

 

Specialization in Photography Studies 
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CDFP 328   Photography:  Photography Production I 

CDFP 329   Photography:  Photography Production II 

CDFP 333   Photography:  Photography and Digital 

Imaging 

CDFP 358   Photography:  Photography and the Web 

 

Specialization in New Media 

CDNM 109   New Media:  Introduction to Web 

Presentation 

CDNM 121   New Media:  Introduction to Interaction 

Design 

CDNM 209   New Media:  Flash for New Media 

CDNM 221   New Media:  Video and Audio for New 

Media 

CDFP 328   Photography:  Photography Production I 

CDFP 329   Photography:  Photography Production II 

CDFP 333   Photography:  Photography and Digital 

Imaging 

CDFP 358   Photography:  Photography and the Web 

 

 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the Image 

Arts Certificate: Discontinuation of New Media Specialization 

 

E. CERTIFICATE IN ADVANCED NEUROSCIENCE-STROKE CARE: DISCONTINUATION 

Ryerson University’s Interprofessional Certificate in Advanced Neuroscience-Stroke Care was launched 

during the Fall 2009, after extensive consultation with the Neuroscience-Stroke community, to address 

the pressing need for frontline expertise in stroke care within the Ontario Stroke System. This was the 

first interprofessional program of its kind in Canada and it was developed in partnership between 

Ryerson’s G Raymond Chang School of Continuing Education, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, the 

North and East Greater Toronto Area Ontario Stroke Region and Network. Academic leadership included 

Ryerson’s Department of Psychology, The Daphne Cockwell School of Nursing and professors with 

subject matter expertise from the Faculty of Community Services.  

 

This program of study offered health care providers from a variety of health care disciplines with the 

opportunity to develop an advanced understanding of evidence informed care and interprofessional 

collaboration in practice across the continuum of client-centred neuroscience-stroke care.  

 

To maximize access for health care professionals, courses were delivered through a hybrid format which 

is comprised of a combination of on-line self-study and live webconferencing sessions.  Three of the 

courses within the certificate (CVNS 640, CVNS650 and CVNS 660) were designed to build stroke 

expertise among those Allied Health Care Providers who are seeking opportunities to join 

interprofessional stroke care teams within acute care, community or long-term care settings. Two courses 

(CVNS 600 and CVNS620) were developed to refresh/build on health care providers skills in critically 

reviewing the research literature and health promotion paradigms.  

 

Enrollments and Graduation  

 Enrollment of 45 health care providers in the initial offering of the courses 

 Enrollment in subsequent terms has been very low 

 A plan was implemented to all eligible students to complete the certificate prior to 

discontinuation of the certificate. This process has been completed 

 There have been only seven graduates from this program. The final cohort graduated June 2014 

 Based on very low demand, courses were not offered during the 2014/2015 calendar year 

 

Stroke Sector Feedback Regarding the Current Certificate 

 Relevance of certificate content highly rated by participants 
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 Students active in the certificate courses reported success in career advancement in the stroke 

sector 

 Clear message that a graduate-level credential was essential to future success of the certificate 

given that all potential participants already had one or multiple post secondary credentials  

 Course load (assignments) challenging for health care providers who were all engaged in full-

time employment (particularly given that no graduate credit is awarded) 

 Lack of institutional tuition support was a key deterrent 

 

Based on the limited registrations and graduation rates and the feedback from partners and students, it is 

recommended that the Interprofessional Certificate in Advanced Neuroscience Care be discontinued 

effective fall 2015. The certificate is not fiscally viable. 

 

Future Considerations: 

a) Professional Development Workshops with Partner Organizations 

Selected content from the certificate courses could be repurposed to offer health care providers 

opportunities for professional development in neuroscience-stroke care content areas and possibly other 

related health sectors. The Chang School has had preliminary discussions with Sunnybrook Health 

Science Centre/ Regional Stroke Centre for the North and East GTA Ontario Stroke Region and Network 

in anticipation of the delivery of a pilot professional development event in 2015. Other opportunities 

could be explored in future as well. 

 

b) Development of a Professional Masters Diploma 

It had been proposed that the current Certificate be redeveloped into a Professional Masters Diploma 

which would focus on developing the capacity of physicians, nurses and allied health care providers in 

order to become critical consumers of the emerging evidences in brain science research, become change 

agents within their practice settings and to build those skills required to create high functioning 

interprofessional health care teams within the stroke care across Canada and globally.  

 

Ryerson’s current Professional Masters Diploma is in initial stages of implementation and requires cohort 

of approximately 20 students to be fiscally viable. This has proven to be problematic for this sector.  Lack 

of clarification within the university regarding the offering of PMDs in a distance format is an issue given 

that the need is for a provincially accessible program.  Also, identification of subject matter expertise to 

ensure currency and delivery would require formalized external partnerships 

A Professional Masters Diploma may be considered at a later date. 

c) Partner with or transfer the Certificate to another academic institution or health care organization 

The Dean of The Chang School and Sunnybrook Health Science Centre reviewed this option in the 

summer 2014 and it was determined that this was not a viable option at this time. 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the 

Certificate in Advanced Neuroscience-Stroke Care: Discontinuation 

 

F. CERTIFICATE IN ADVANCING THE AODA: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF 

ACCESSIBILITY: CHANGES TO CERTIFICATE TITLE AND DELETION OF SELECTED 

ELECTIVES 

i .  Proposed Revision to Certificate Title 

For more than twenty years, there has been an international focus on the rights of people with disabilities 

with the goals of full inclusion at home, in education, in the community and the workplace. This is 

reflected in legislation from the US, the EU, Australia and Pacific RIM countries, in international 
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standards such as those for internet accessibility, and the UN’s Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (SCRPD). In this context, the AODA (Accessibility Ontario Disability Act) is one of the 

latest legislative efforts. As such, it is one tool of many addressing the accessibility/inclusion challenges 

of people with disabilities. 

 

The knowledge acquired by students in the Certificate program is considerably larger than the scope of 

the Ontario AODA mandate. The accessibility field covers all aspects of civic life, public history, and 

cultural production.  It draws from engineering, urban planning, ITC, design, disability studies, allied 

health, education, as well as other fields and professions. Certificate graduates who have gained a solid 

grasp of the accessibility field will be well equipped not only to understand the bigger picture but to make 

significant contributions regarding how the AODA continues to be shaped. Further, providing students 

with a global and international view of accessibility that goes beyond Ontario and Canada will benefit 

students who work in companies and organizations who engage with partners and clients in other 

provinces as well as internationally. 

 

The current certificate title Advancing the AODA: Principles and Practices of Accessibility does not 

fully represent the certificate’s focus and curriculum. This may impact on certificate recruitment.  To 

better reflect the scope of the certificate and the international nature of the field, it is therefore proposed 

that the certificate title be revised to Accessibility Practices: AODA and Beyond. The primary focus of 

the certificate is accessibility while acknowledging and highlighting Ontario’s AODA as an important 

legislative tool that is driving change. As the Certificate in marketed to a broader audience, we hope to 

ensure that the title will attract those from the nonprofit and voluntary sector as well as the business 

sector.  

 

ii) Delection of Selected Electives 

A review of the patterns of registration by current AODA students indicates that blending of Elective 

Group A and B and elimination of streams (Ethics and Social Justice, Organizational Behaviour and 

Change Management, Public Policy and Law, Customer Service, Employment, Information and 

Communication) will allow students to select three elective courses that best meet their learning needs. 

Those elective courses that have not been taken by current students within the first 3 years of the 

certificate have been deleted. Courses that have a very limited cycle of availability are also deleted. 

Students are advised to check with the Academic Coordinator for academic advising support when 

selecting electives. 

 

Proposed Curriculum Structure  

 

Required Courses (no changes) 
Select one from the following:  

CDST 501   Disability Studies:  Rethinking Disability 

CINT 902   Interdisciplinary Studies:  Disability Issues 

CSWP 921   Social Work:  Disability, Community and Society 

 

Required: 

CDST 506   Disability Studies:  Making Ontario Accessible 

CVDS 200   Disability Studies:  AODA Capstone Synthesis (final course) 
 
Electives Courses (revised) 

Select three from the following: 

CCLD 445   Early Childhood Studies:  Inclusion and Consultation 

CDST 500   Disability Studies:  A History of Madness 

CDST 502   Disability Studies:  Disability and the State 
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CDST 504   Disability Studies:  Mad People's History 

CDST 525   Disability Studies:  Rethinking Images of Embodied Difference 

CDST 603   Disability Studies:  Disability and The Law 

CDST 604   Disability Studies:  Current Topics in Disability II 

CDST 614   Disability Studies:  Community Access and Technology 

CDST 725   Disability Studies:  The Politics and Practice of Interventions 

CDST 726   Disability Studies:  Leadership in Human Services 

CDST 727   Disability Studies:  Leadership for Social Action 

CGER 298   Gerontology:  Ability, Disability and Aging 

CINP 913   Nonprofit:  Leading Through Change 

CINT 907   Interdisciplinary Studies:  Team Work for Community Services 

CINT 921   Interdisciplinary Studies:  Writing for Disability Activism 

CMHR 405   Human Resources:  Organizational Behaviour and Interpersonal Skills 

CMHR 600   Human Resources:  Diversity and Inclusion in the Workplace 

CMHR 650   Human Resources:  Management of Change 

COHS 477   Occupational Health:  Integrated Disability Management 

CPHL 302   Philosophy:  Ethics and Health Care 

CPHL 400   Philosophy:  Human Rights and Justice 

CPHL 507   Philosophy:  Ethics and Disability 

CPHL 509   Philosophy:  Bioethics    DELETE 

CPHL 602   Philosophy:  Health Care and Distributive Justice    DELETE 

CSOC 472   Sociology:  At Work in a Changing World  DELETE 
CSWP 402   Social Work:  Social Policy and Social Inclusion 

Recommendation  

Having satisfied itself of the merit of this proposal, ASC recommends:  That Senate approve the 

Certificate in Advancing the AODA: Principles and Practices of Accessibility: Changes to Certificate 

Title and Deletion of Selected Electives 

 

G. FOR INFORMATION – CERTIFICATE IN CANADIAN SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE: 

ACADEMIC HOME (DESIGNATION) 

At the time of the initial approval of the Certificate in Canadian Social Work Practice in 2005, 

designation of the program’s academic home was not explicitly stated.  Henceforth, the academic home 

for this Certificate should be understood to be the School of Social Work, Faculty of Community 

Services.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

  

  
  

 Chris Evans, Chair for the Committee  
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ASC Members:  

Charmaine Hack, Registrar  

John Turtle, Secretary of Senate  

Chris Evans, Chair and Vice Provost Academic  

Denise O’Neil Green, Assistant Vice President/Vice Provost, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion  

Anne Marie Singh, Faculty of Arts, Criminology  

Kathleen Kellett-Bestos, Faculty of Arts, Languages, Literatures and Cultures  

Ian Baitz, Faculty of Communication and Design, Graphic Communications Management  

Jean Bruce, Faculty of Communication & Design, Image Arts  

Mary Sharpe, Faculty of Community Services, Midwifery  

Nick Bellissimo, Faculty of Community Services, Nutrition  

Medhat Shehata, Faculty of Engineering and Architectural Science, Civil Engineering  

Vadim Bostan, Faculty of Science, Chemistry & Biology  

Tina West, Ted Rogers School of Management, Business Management  

Jim Tiessen, Ted Rogers School of Management, Health Services Management 

Naomi Eichenlaub, Library  

Nenita Elphick, Chang School of Continuing Education 

Des Glynn, Chang School of Continuing Education 

Jona Zyfi, Student, Faculty of Arts, Criminology 
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