


 
 

SENATE MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

Tuesday, October 5, 2010 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4:30 p.m.  Light dinner will be served.  
5:00 p.m.  Meeting starts (in the Commons – POD-250) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  1.    Call to Order/Establishment of Quorum 
 
  2. Approval of Agenda 
 
  3. Announcements 
    
  4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Pages 1-4  Motion 1:  That Senate approve the minutes of the May 4, 2010 meeting 
 
  5. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
   5.1 Fall Study Break 
     
  6. Correspondence 
    
  7. Reports: 
   7.1 Report of the President 
Pages 5-8 7.1.1 President’s update 
Pages 9-15   7.1.2 Achievement Report 
        
   7.2 Report of the Secretary 
  
   7.3 Committee Reports 
Pages 16-17   7.3.1 Report #F2010-1 of the Senate Priorities Committee 
 
Page 18   7.3.2 Report #F2010-1 of the Academic Governance and Policy  
     Committee   
  
Page 19   7.3.3 Report #F2010-1 of the Nominating Committee: 
     Motion: That Senate approve the nominations to Senate  
     Standing Committees as presented 
     



Pages 20-32   7.3.4 Report #F2010-1 of the Academic Standards Committee 
  

    Motion #1: That Senate approve the  proposed  
    curriculum changes in the Bachelor of Social Work  
    Program 
 

    Motion #2: That Senate approve the proposed  
    curriculum changes in the Public Administration  
    and Governance program 

 
    Motion #3: That Senate approve the proposed  
    changes in the Environmental Engineering Science,  
    Fundamental in Interior Design and Gerontology  
    certificate programs 

        
Pages 33-36 8. Old Business 
   8.1 Report #F2010-1 - Ad hoc Committee on Religious Observance:  
    Follow-up Report on Accommodation of Student Religious,  
    Aboriginal and Spiritual Observance  
        
  9. New Business as Circulated 
    
  10. Members’ Business 

    
  11. Consent Agenda 
 
  12. Adjournment 
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Ryerson University 
Senate 2010-11 
 
President’s Update 
for the meeting of:  October 5, 2010 

 
 

Welcome – It is a privilege to welcome new and returning members of the University Senate to 
the 2010-11 academic session. We look forward to working together, and appreciate your input 
and dedication. Special thanks to everyone involved in the Senate Orientation, and best wishes 
for an engaging and productive year.  

Farewell Linda Grayson – A reception honouring Dr. Linda Grayson for her contributions to 
Ryerson over 17 years as Vice-President Administration and Finance overflowed with tributes 
and thanks from colleagues and friends, including past members of the community who came 
back for the occasion. Linda’s leadership and exemplary partnership has achieved transformative 
developments at Ryerson, with an inspiring personal dedication and enthusiasm for excellence 
and the university spirit.  

Julia Hanigsberg appointed Vice-President Administration and Finance – As announced in 
Ryerson Today, (see http://www.ryerson.ca/ryersontoday/president/20100901_vpfa.html), our 
present university general counsel and secretary to the Board of Governors has been appointed 
Vice-President Administration and Finance effective October 1st. Julia brings to the position a 
wide range of significant expertise and experience both at the university and externally, and we 
look forward to working together on continuing to advance momentum on Ryerson priorities. A 
search for a new General Counsel and Secretary of the Board will be undertaken in the new year. 

Student Orientation – The energy of Ryerson students launched the new academic year with 
vigour and pride. Among many highlights, it is especially notable how dramatically the closure 
of Gould Street has worked for the university in defining a natural campus centre. As well, this 
year marks the 50th anniversary of the Ryerson Parade, and in the Kerr Hall gym one of the 
largest crowds in history cheered on the victorious Rams in the orientation week basketball 
game. Special thanks to the dedicated orientation team for exceptional organization and spirit. 

New Faculty – This Fall we are proud to welcome nearly thirty new tenure stream faculty to 
Ryerson, bringing excellent credentials earned at universities across Canada and international 
institutions including Harvard, Johns Hopkins, the London School of Economics, MIT, and 
Northwestern University. We are also delighted to welcome distinguished visitors including: 

Andy Barrie, Distinguished Scholar in Residence, Faculty of Communication & Design 
http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/General_Public/20100910_barrie.html 

Stephen Lewis, Professor of Distinction, Faculty of Arts, and Faculty of Community Services 
http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/General_Public/20100915_lewis.html;  
 
Gerri Sinclair, Distinguished Visiting Professor and special advisor on digital media 

http://www.ryerson.ca/ryersontoday/stories/20100908_sinclair.html 
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Royal Society of Canada – Two Ryerson scholars have been elected Fellows of the Royal Society 
of Canada: Professor Marta Braun was elected a Fellow of the Academy of the Arts and 
Humanities, and Dr. Anastasios Venetsanopoulos was elected a Fellow of the Academy of 
Sciences. We are very proud to express congratulations and best wishes.  

Fall Convocation – Members of Senate are invited to participate in the Fall 2010 Convocation 
ceremonies on Tuesday, October 19th and Wednesday October 20th, celebrating student 
achievement. An honorary Doctor of Laws degree will be conferred on the Rt. Hon. Beverley 
McLachlin, Chief Justice of Canada, at the Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Community Services 
convocation ceremony on the morning of October 20th.   

Faculty Teaching Chairs – This Fall, Ryerson’s first Faculty Teaching Chairs – Alan Sears 
(Sociology), Frankie Stewart (Mechanical and Industrial Engineering), Tetyana Antimirova 
(Physics), Ken Grant (TRSIM), Elaine Frankel (ECE), Marsha Barber (Journalism), and Don 
Kinder (Library) – take up their important roles. They will each chair a Faculty Teaching 
Committee of school and department representatives to share ideas and advice, and also serve on 
a university advisory committee to the Learning and Teaching Office (LTO).  

Centre for Urban Energy (CUE) – On September 1st Ryerson announced the creation of the 
Centre for Urban Energy, dedicated to discovery and commercial innovation. Representatives of 
the three founding sponsors – Laura Formusa, president and CEO, Hydro One Networks Inc.; 
Colin Andersen, CEO, Ontario Power Authority; and Anthony Haines, president and CEO, 
Toronto Hydro Corporation – were joined on campus by the Honourable Brad Duguid, Ontario 
Minister of Energy. The three founding sponsors will contribute up to $7 million over five years, 
with funding for research projects, student awards and bursaries, and distinguished fellows from 
industry and academia. (http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/General_Public/20100901_cue.html).      

Accreditation –  
Architecture: The Master of Architecture program has been granted the maximum term (3 years) 
of initial accreditation by the Canadian Architectural Certification Board. This decision is 
especially significant as the M.Arch. is only the 11th program in Canada, and the first in 35 
years, to achieve professional status. 

Interior Design: The Bachelor of Interior Design program was awarded accreditation for a term 
of six years effective July 2010 by the Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA). The 
congratulatory letter indicated that the ‘award of CIDA accreditation attests to the quality of your 
interior design program, meets the rigor of peer review, and develops the skills and knowledge 
required to practice interior design.’ 

New Doctoral Programs - The Ontario Council on Graduate Studies has approved three 
new Ryerson doctoral programs notable for their interdisciplinary focus: Computer Science 
(Intelligence and Robotics; Computer Communications Networks), Molecular Science 
(Materials, Surfaces and Interfaces; Molecular Biosciences), and Physics (Biomedical Physics). 
Pending approval of the Ryerson Board of Governors and the Ministry of Training, Colleges and 
Universities, program launch is expected in Fall 2011.  

Enrolment –  
Undergraduate: Student demand continues very strong, with over 67,000 applications for 6,350 
first year places. Secondary school applications rose 1.1% over last year. The university is on 
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target for its planned enrolment levels for this Fall. Total undergraduate full-time equivalent 
enrolment is estimated to be 25,200, up 2% over the previous year.   

Graduate:  We had 5,546 applications (up 12% from last year), with 1,154 offers accepted, and  
are on target for planned enrolment levels with about 2,200 students this Fall (up 3% from Fall 
2009). Enrolments include students in three new Master's programs (Fashion, Philosophy, and 
Professional Communication) and one new Doctoral program (Economics).  

Search Committees – Searches for senior academic administration positions are now underway 
– for Vice-President, Research and Innovation (VPRI), and three deans – for the Faculty of Arts, 
Faculty of Community Services, and the School of Graduate Studies – in accordance with 
established policy and procedures. These are very important decisions for the university, and 
thanks and appreciation are extended to members of the community for their willingness to 
invest the time and involvement required to serve. 

Ryerson Academic Structure – Acting on the report of the Provost's Commission on Academic 
Structures submitted earlier this year, the Provost and Vice-President Academic has established a 
committee chaired by Dean Emeritus Maurice Yeates to develop a proposal for a Faculty of 
Science. The committee's work will begin in mid-October, and the process will involve extensive 
community consultation in the preparation of a report anticipated during the winter 2011 term.  

Research Notes –  

Undergraduate Research Opportunities (URO): This summer the new URO program offered 66 
undergraduate students from various programs across campus the chance to work with faculty on 
research projects. Aimed at encouraging students to consider graduate school in their academic 
future, the program was exceptionally successful, with a number of students authoring papers 
and making presentations and poster submissions based on their work. Stories highlighting the 
program can be found at http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/General_Public/20100820_fcad.html, 

Social Science and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC): More than $1.1 million has been 
awarded to 18 Ryerson researchers in the latest round of competitions. These excellent results 
are notable for the broad range of disciplines being funded and success in several SSHRC 
programs.  (See http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/General_Public/20100903_sshrc.html).  

Terry Fox New Frontiers Program in Cancer Research: Professors Michael Kolios and Raffi 
Karshafian of the Department of Physics are co-investigators on a project awarded $2.7 million 
over three years by the Terry Fox Foundation, in the 30th anniversary year of the Terry Fox 
Marathon of Hope. The project, based at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre and led by 
principal investigator and Ryerson adjunct professor Greg Czarnota, is called Ultrasound for 
Cancer Therapy, and also involves researchers from the University of Toronto.  

2010 United Way campaign – The annual Ryerson United Way campaign has been launched 
with an ambitious target of $180,000, a 14% increase building on the success of last year’s 
campaign that raised over $158,000. The generosity of the Ryerson community recognizes that 
city-building includes helping others through the 200 health and social service agencies that are 
part of the United Way. 

Advancement – Outstanding Ryerson alumni will be honoured on September 30th as part of the 
2010 Alumni Weekend program. The awards recognize outstanding Ryerson graduates who have 
not only excelled in their careers, but have made a significant contribution to their professions, 
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community and country. More details on the award recipients can be found on the Ryerson 
website at http://www.ryerson.ca/alumni/alumniawardsnight/.  

Alumni Achievement Awards: 
Hala Bissada, Hospitality and Tourism Management ‘91 
Tony Guglietti, Mechanical Engineering ‘65 
Alan Hamel, Radio and Television Arts ‘54 
Luigi Santaguida, Chemical and Biological Sciences ‘87 
Scott White, Journalism ‘79 

Isadore Sharp Award for Outstanding Recent Graduate: 
Che Kothari, Image Arts ‘05 

 Outstanding Alumni Volunteer Award:  
Rho Alpha Kappa Alumni Group  

Government Relations –  

August 11th and September 11th, 2010: Two mayoralty debates have been hosted at Ryerson to 
date, the first by The Chang School in association with CARP (a national, non-partisan, non-
profit organization committed to a ‘New Vision of Aging for Canada’), and the second hosted by 
the Ryerson Diversity Institute.  

August 19th, 2010: Newly-appointed Minister of Research and Innovation, the Honourable Glen 
Murray, was on campus for an announcement of provincial government support for research. 
Among the recipients of grants from the Ontario Research Fund (ORF) are Dérick Rousseau and 
Gideon Wolfaardt, both from the Department of Chemistry and Biology. 

August 31st, 2010:  I joined our local MPP the Honourable Glen Murray in expressing support 
for a ‘Day of Homeless’ event hosted by The Good Neighbours Club. 

September 1st, 2010: At the invitation of TVO, I videotaped greetings as part of a group asked to 
celebrate on the 40th anniversary of Ontario's leading public educational media organization. 
 
September 2nd, 2010: Toronto Mayor David Miller was our special guest at the annual 
orientation party welcoming international students to Ryerson for the new academic year.  
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