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This paper seeks to advance the burgeoning field of migration diplomacy, which has
primarily examined the interplay between migration and foreign policy through the lens of
“transit” countries in the Global South. It aims to underscore the agency of involved
nations - whether they are sending, receiving, or transit countries —- and to explore the
dynamics of power asymmetries among these nations, particularly in the context of
transit countries. In the complex landscape of migration diplomacy, transit countries
often navigate multifaceted challenges as they are simultaneously linked to both origin
and destination countries of migrants who traverse borders step by step. The debates
presented throughout this paper examine the intricate dilemmas faced by transit
countries, -specifically focusing on the cases of Mexico, Morocco, and Turkey over the
past fifteen years. Through a comparative approach, this paper underscores the
necessity for a nuanced understanding of transit migration dynamics and migration
diplomacy, emphasizing that the interplay among transit countries, origin countries, and
destination countries is not merely a bilateral affair but rather a tripartite engagement

that necessitates comprehensive policy frameworks and complex diplomatic processes.
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