Bio Anan Xola Lololi
Anan Xola Lololi is a Food Sovereignty & Food Justice advocate, musician, and vegan (44 years). Anan is
one of the founders of the Afri-Can FoodBasket (AFB) a non-profit Food Justice & Food Sovereignty
organization that began in 1995 in Toronto. He has been the executive director of AFB for 26 years
promoting Community Food Security, Food Sovereignty, and Food Justice in Toronto, North America,
and the Caribbean.
Anan has a master’s degree in environmental studies from York University with a focus on Community
Food Security and a diploma in Business Administration from Centennial College. Anan is presently a
Research Associate Fellow @ Ryerson University & Chair of the Black Food Sovereignty Toronto Working
Group. His passion is working in low-income communities to help create food secure communities.
He was an executive and founder member of the Growing Food and Justice for All Initiative based in
Milwaukee, was an executive and founder member of the Community Food Security Coalition of North
America –outreach & diversity committee, board member of the City of Toronto Food Policy Council,
past Chair of Food Secure Canada Diversity Working Group, administrative and food policy consultant of
the Detroit Black Community Food Security Network, past Committee Member of Toronto Region and
Conservation Authority Humber Watershed Alliance1, and was a food policy and urban agriculture
consultant for FoodShare Toronto. Anan had also been appointed to the Sustain Ontario2 Advisory
Council. Anan since 2018 has founded the Black Food Sovereignty Initiative Toronto and has been its
program coordinator since that time. He is a food sovereignty community consultant with the City of
Toronto’s Confronting Anti-Black Racism unit (CABR) https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/getinvolved/community/confronting-anti-black-racism/
He has lectured across Canada, the US, and in the Caribbean on community food security and food
justice.
Over the last forty years, Mr. Lololi has done extensive community work in the areas of equity, food
justice, community food security, food sovereignty, social justice, and anti-racism, including training,
community development, organizing and running equity/diversity management, community economic
development, and youth leadership development programs. Mr. Lololi is still a member of Toronto’s
most prolific reggae group Truths & Rights and a former member of the Black Music Association North
America. Anan's main body of work of recent has been focused on Black Food Sovereignty in Toronto. To
date, he has personally worked with 2 urban farms as farm manager and trained over 50 Black Farmers,
and has animated over 100 community/backyard gardens, and engaged over 1,200 gardeners in Toronto
in community garden animation and leadership training.
https://www.facebook.com/XolaLololi
https://www.instagram.com/ananlololi/
https://www.facebook.com/AfriCanFoodBasket
1

https://trca.ca/about/ The Humber Watershed Alliance is a group of individuals including municipal councilors, agency staff,
business associations, academic institutions, interest groups, and watershed residents. Their general mandate is to facilitate the
implementation of the Humber River watershed management plan entitled, "Legacy: A Strategy for a Healthy Humber". This
document is a community-based planning report which sets out watershed issues and makes recommendations to achieve a
healthy Humber River.
2 https://sustainontario.com/ Sustain Ontario is a province-wide, cross-sectoral alliance that promotes healthy food and
farming. Sustain Ontario takes a collaborative approach to research, policy development, and action by addressing the intersecting
issues related to healthy food and local sustainable agriculture. Sustain Ontario is working towards a food system that is ecological,
equitable, and financially viable.

