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IN THIS ISSUE:

MA graduate, Andrea Harris, wins the
Governor General’s Gold Medal for 2010 at 
Fall Convocation. This highly  prestigious 
award is granted annually to the graduate  
student at Ryerson achieving the highest 
academic standing in a graduate program.  
Andrea is pictured with President Sheldon 
Levy (left) and Chancellor Raymond Chang 
(right). Congratulations Andy!
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Service matters! While the 
pages of this newslet-
ter chronicle our depart-

ment’s impressive triumphs 
in research, funding, and 
teaching, the quiet work that 

goes on “behind the scenes” is less often  
talked about. 

Take a few recent examples. Last Sunday 
afternoon at the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre, Meg Moulson, Lili Ma, a team of stu-
dents and I wrapped up a three-day mara-
thon recruiting infant participants for Ryer-
son at the Fall 2010 BabyTime Show.  The 
Sunday before in downtown Ottawa at the 
Canadian Psychological Association (CPA) 
Headquarters, Martin Antony and I spent 
three days at the CPA Board meetings, dis-
cussing ways of building and expanding Psy-
chology’s role in Canada. 

Service fuels the academic body. Tae 
Hart and Naomi Koerner serve on national 
CIHR review committees. Maureen Reed is 
the Acting Director of the Ryerson Learning 
& Teaching Office. Michelle Dionne, Frank 
Russo, and Martin are helping to select the 
next Dean of Arts, Vice-President, Research 
and Innovation, and Dean of Graduate  
Studies.

Service also stimulates research and 
the building of international networks.  
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 Jean-Paul-

Founded in 2009, the Early  
Development Group Exchange 
(EDGE) continues to grow and 

galvanize students and faculty in 
developmental science. EDGE meets 

bi-weekly for cross-lab discussions 
and research collaborations. 

Psych with  
an EDGE!

Maria Gurevich and Wade Pickren are 
journal editors who dedicate up to two full 
days per week to review manuscripts for  
two high ISI impact journals.  

There is exciting service news to re-
port. Todd Girard is chairing the Neurosci-
ence Stroke Certificate Curriculum Com-
mittee. Candice Monson has been elected 
to the Board of the International Society of  
Traumatic Stress Studies. Colleen Carney  
has just joined the 2011 Science Rendez-
vous Planning Committee to help make our  
science come alive for the public. David 
Day has just accepted an invitation to join a 
Federal-Provincial-Territorial Working Group 
on Community Safety and Crime Preven-
tion. And there are many others who are not 
named here but who make invaluable service 
contributions.

In sum, service is the tireless heartbeat 
of academia. In 2009 alone, our 27 Psychol-
ogy faculty held 153 graduate student thesis 
committee memberships, 81 department 
committee memberships, 16 Faculty com-
mittee memberships, 32 university com-
mittee memberships, and 84 professional 
committee memberships for an impressive 
total of 366 committee memberships. Ser-
vice is the heart and muscle that enables  
our department’s outstanding excellence. 
Keep up your passion for service!    



Grad
by Dr. Martin M. Antony,
Director of Graduate Program

by Dr. Candice Monson,
Director of Clinical Training

by Dr. Frank Russo
Director of Psychological 
ScienceTraining

Ryerson’s graduate program in 
psychology continues to grow 
and flourish.  With the arrival 

of our fourth cohort of students, we 
now have 67 students enrolled in our 
MA and PhD programs.  Our students 
continue to succeed in all aspects of 
their career development, landing top 
practicum placements, publishing their 
research in a wide range of journals, 
and presenting their research at major 
conferences across Canada and abroad.   
At this year’s Fall Convocation, 12  
students from our second MA class in 
Psychology graduated. Among them 
was Andrea Harris, winner of the  
Governor General’s Gold Medal for 
2010.

October 21st was a notable day 

in Psychology with no fewer than 
three major events taking place in the 
Department. Events started with the 
Psychology Graduate Students Associa-
tion’s second annual Research Sympo-
sium. This symposium included dozens 
of research posters and a keynote 
presentation by Dr. Jordan Peterson 
(Professor of Psychology, University of 
Toronto) entitled “Painful facts I have 
learned as a psychologist.” Short on the 
heels of the symposium was our second 
annual Psychological Science Lab Tours 
event, an opportunity for potential  
applicants to our program to get an  
inside look at the innovative labs and 
approaches to research in Psycho-
logical Science at Ryerson. Finally, we 
hosted our annual Open House and 

Information Session for prospective 
graduate students. This year’s open 
house was the largest on record, with 
approximately 130 visitors. 

If you are considering applying to 
our graduate program, check out our 
program brochure (available on our 
website).  This year’s recommended 
deadline for applications is Friday  
December 3, 2010.  For information 
about the admission process, visit our 
website at www.ryerson.ca/psy-
chology/graduate/admissions.  For 
suggestions on strengthening your 
application, click on “increase your 
chances of admission” (on the left side 
of the page). Our faculty and program 
administrator are also happy to answer 
any questions you may have.

NEW TEACHING PRACTICUM
by Dr. Tara Burke, Instructor for graduate course, PS8525: Practicum in Teaching

Notes
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For those interest-
ed in teaching in  
a university set-

ting, it is generally 
expected that appli-
cants include a teach-
ing portfolio as part  

of their job application.  However,  
for those new to the job market, it is  
not always clear what should be in 
this portfolio. This fall, for the first 
time, the Department of Psychology 
offered a teaching practicum course 
to graduate students with the goal  
of helping them to create the begin-
nings of this portfolio.  All students 
began by writing a teaching philoso-
phy describing their plans, ideas  
and goals in the classroom.  Weekly 
class discussions included every-

Word on the Street...

“Teaching for the first time is incredibly 
daunting, but the support of Dr. Burke and 

other faculty made it a fantastic experience.”
- Leigh Henderson

-- Leigh Henderson is a PhD 2, CIHR-funded clinical 
psychology graduate student who is teaching PSY325:  

Psychological  Disorders this year for the first time.

thing from creating a course out- 
line and designing exam questions, 
to dealing with course manage- 
ment and academic integrity issues.   

In addition, students gave two 
in-class teaching demonstrations 
where they received feedback  
from their peers, and, by the end  
of the course, all students will also 
give a one-hour lecture in a under-
graduate class where they are  
evaluated by the course instructor.  
By the end of the tem, all students 
will have a teaching portfolio that 
they can continue to build upon  
over their graduate careers, and 
which will form the basis for the 
package of information that they  
will ultimately include in future  
job applications.  



 Updates
by Dr. John Turtle, Undergraduate Program Director

PGSA Message

In early November, the psychology 
graduate students elected a new 
PGSA council, which will be directed 

by our new PGSA president, Lisa Chan. 
As the PGSA 2009-2010 council has 
completed our term, we would like to 
thank the Psychology Department’s 
faculty, staff and students for all of the 
support that we have received over the 
past year. Our council has had great 
attendance at all of our events and we 
have received many suggestions for 
exciting future PGSA activities. Our 
most recent event, the “Second Annual 

by Brian Mainland, 
PhD student & PGSA President

Ryerson PGSA Research Symposium”, 
was held on October 21st. The sym-
posium was highlighted by an engag-
ing talk given by Dr. Jordan Peterson, 
entitled “Painful Facts I Have Learned as 
a Psychologist”. We would like to thank 
Bethany Gee, Stephanie Marion and 
Matilda Nowakowski for their excellent 
oral presentations at our symposium. 
We also had a wide variety of interest-
ing poster presentations at our event 
and we would like to congratulate Katie 
Fracalanza for winning this year’s “Best 
Poster Award”. Finally, we would like 

to thank Dr. Trevor Hart and Dr. Alas-
dair Goodwill for acting as our poster 
judges. Hard work from the PGSA coun-
cil and student volunteers resulted in a 
very successful event that succeeded in 
drawing attention to the research that 
our graduate students are conducting.

As the PGSA transitions into the 
2010-2011 council, we will continue to 
seek comments and suggestions from 
all members of the Psychology Depart-
ment for ways in which we can improve 
our events and continue to enrich our 
graduate experience here at Ryerson. 

BA

Dr. Jordan Peterson 
presents at the 2nd Annual  

PGSA Research Symposium, 
 October 21st, 2010.
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Ithink we might 
have reached 
the long-awaited 

“steady state” for 
our undergraduate 
program.  That said, 
some activities are still 

developing at a fast rate, such as the 
number of SSHRC, NSERC and OGS 
scholarship applications this fall from 
senior undergraduates applying to 
graduate school for next year.  Thanks 
to the many people who facilitated that 
process, and of course good luck to the 
students who applied.

Fortunately, we continue to attract 
large numbers of outstanding appli-
cants to our program through a number 
of routes, including the Ontario Univer-
sities Fair in September. Many students 

who dropped by our booth followed  
up with day-long visits to campus as 
part of the Discover Ryerson days on 
Nov. 4 and 18.  We used the oppor-
tunity to showcase the Psychology 
Research and Training Centre by giving 
the first group of students and their  
parents a tour of the facility, but we 
had so many people on Nov. 18 that it 
wasn’t possible to repeat the tour.  In 
general, though, thanks to all of our  
colleagues, students and staff who 
always seem to happily tolerate the 
disruption of these tours and make 
visitors feel welcome, not to mention 
more knowledgeable when they leave.  
And a special thanks to the Psychology 
Students Association for always having 
representatives available for our pre-
sentations to prospective students.

PROGRAM

Finally, I browsed the impressive  
displays in the first two installments 
of the three-part SSH 100 Fair on Nov. 
10 and 12 (the third is on Nov. 22). The 
course is called Introduction to the 
Social Sciences, coordinated by Dr.  
Alan Sears, and is required for our  
psychology majors.  Their assignment 
this year was to identify transition 
issues from high school to university.  
Sinking their teeth into issues they 
know lots about really allows them to 
demonstrate their abilities beyond 
their exams and more typical course 
assignments, including suggestions for 
practical solutions in many cases (such 
as the idea for a smart-phone app to 
help find your way around campus, and 
a new official student group just to deal 
with commuter issues). 



Thesis Stream
by Dr. Michelle Dionne, Undergraduate Thesis Coordinator

BA

by Dr. Ben Dyson

CATACOMBS OF SEMESTRE
 (an academic choose-your-own-adventure game)

1
YOU ARE THE TENURED APPRENTICE, ORDERED TO PROVE 
YOUR WORTH BY CROSSING THE CATACOMBS OF SEMESTRE. 
YOU BEGIN WITH 100 ENERGY, 10 EXPERIENCE POINTS AND 
A USB STICK. AS YOU ENTER THE FIRST CATACOMB YOU 
ARE CONFRONTED BY BLACKBOARD.  “I KNOW YOU” YOU 

BOLDLY ASSERT “AND I AM NOT AFRAID” “BUT I AM BLACKBOARD 9 
AND I AM DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE YOU KNOW.”  DO YOU:
USE YOUR PREVIOUS SKILLS ON BLACKBOARD 9 (TURN TO 16)
CAST YOUR WYSIWYG SPELL (TURN TO 7)2

There is a fork in 
the road ahead. 
What do you wish 
to do, o weary 
warrior?

TURN LEFT (Turn to 9)
TURN RIGHT (Turn to 17) 3As you replace the 

stone, a small switch 
is triggered inside the 

wall and the ceiling begins 
to collapse. The thought of 
iced tea is forgotten as your 
head takes on the shape of 
a squashed Boston Cream. 
Your quest has ended. 

4Using your USB 
stick, you pick 
the lock and 

run. Lose 20 energy 
points and lose 2 
experience points. 
(Turn to 13)

5 
“Come with me on 
my adventures in 
community-based 
learning” you declare. 

Your appeal leads to the 
production of a number of 
smaller demon summon-
ing devices with annoying 
ringtones (Turn to 14)6The room has been locked 

from the outside! A voice 
whispers from behind the 
door “I will let you out in 
3 hours” (Turn to 14)

7“I confound your  
sense of interface  
logic” taunts Black-

board 9. Your spell fails.   
Lose 3 experience points  
(Turn to 12)

8
You cast your 
magical invo-
cation and the 
small demon 

summoning devices 
are returned, but the 
illuminated ones be-
gin to invoke distant 
and unknown entities 
via the manipulation 
of their spirit boards 
(Turn to 4)

9You turn left into a cold and cramped chamber. 
Exploring the room you discover people  
illuminated by the glow of large rectangular  

spirit boards. It seems like they have be waiting for  
you. What do you wish to do?
Communicate with the illuminated ones (Turn to 5)
Leave the room (Turn to 6)

10The illuminated 
ones begin to 

incant in a strange tele-
graphic speech that you 
do not understand. You 
panic and look for escape 
(Turn to 4) 11

The elixir is decaffein-
ated! Gain 0 energy 
points. You retrace 
your steps (Turn to 2)

12You take shelter in a small rectangular office-
like room. Roll a die, if  you roll 1 then regain 
1 energy point. If  you roll 2-6 then someone 

knocks on your door and you lose 5 energy points.  
There is a magical inscription on the wall. Do you:
READ the inscription (Turn to 15)
EXIT the room and continue your journey (Turn to 2)

13You become 
disoriented 

and confused. You 
decide to return to 
your small rectangu-
lar room for shelter.  
(Turn to 12)

14 The illuminated 
ones begin to sense 
your fear. Did you 

read the magical inscription 
on your office wall? 
YES (Turn to 8) 
NO (Turn to 10)

15The inscription reads “ex-
tensions requested before 

an assignment due date may be 
granted at the discretion of the 
instructor.” (Turn to 2)

16You apply 
your training 
well but can-

not figure out how to 
create a new Turn-It- In 
assignment. Blackboard 
drains 13 health points 
and you stagger on 
(Turn to 12)

17 You enter a dungeon. Examining the wall you notice a 
loose stone. You take away the stone, revealing a small 
hidden pool of liquid with the inscription ‘the Elixir of 

Horton’. Do you: DRINK THE ELIXIR (Turn to 11)
Decide on an Iced Tea instead and replace the stone (Turn to 3)

TH
E
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The ethics propos-
als are being re-
viewed, research 

protocols are being 
refined, and applica-
tions to grad school 

are being completed: a new crop of 
undergraduate thesis students are 
hard at work in PSY961.  A competi-
tive application process for spots in 
this course started last Winter and 
resulted in the current class of 24 
budding researchers being mentored 
by 17 faculty advisors.  This year, stu-
dents will be formally presenting their 
research proposals to the class and 
some special guests on the afternoon 
of December 2nd.   In this course, in 

Presented by: 
Colleen E. Carney, PhD
Department of Psychology
Ryerson University

Monday, November 29, 2010
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

For registration information, 
please see:  

www.ryerson.ca/psychology/news/ 

The Psychology Department at Ryerson University is 
pleased to offer this special workshop for healthcare 
practitioners and graduate students in psychology 
and related fields.

CBT for Co-Occurring Insomnia: 
Managing Sleep Problems in People with Anxiety, 
Depression, Chronic Pain, and Related Problems.

WORKSHOP
addition to helping students create 
and present their own independent 
research proposals, we also devote a 
few hours of class time to the some-
times perplexing world of graduate 
school and funding applications.  For 
those who are not in the course but 
might like to be in the future, we work 
hard to get the word out about our 
research stream.   Once each term, we 
hold a thesis information session for 
psych students to get them thinking 
about what they need to do early on  in 
their degree to build a competitive CV 
and work their way into a research lab 
of their choice.  More information is 
available on our website, or email me 
with any questions.



PSYCHOSOCIAL MEDICINE LAB
The psychosocial medicine lab, led by 

Dr. Tae Hart, focuses on understand-
ing how the diagnosis of a chronic 

illness affects individuals and couples.  
Specifically, we are interested in investigat-
ing psychosocial factors that are salient to 
illness adjustment, which include relation-
ship dynamics, coping strategies, psycho-
logical distress, informational needs, and 
health perceptions. Understanding these 
constructs is important for the develop-
ment of interventions and resources to 
improve quality of life, symptom  man-
agement, and psychological adaption 
for chronically-ill individuals and/or their 
partners. 
     Currently the lab is conducting research 
on the  impact of cancer (i.e., colorectal, 
breast, and prostate), as well as other 
chronic illnesses, such as multiple sclero-
sis and inflammatory bowel disease (i.e., 
ulcerative colitis and Chron’s disease).  
Specifically, 1st year Master’s student 
Cassandra Crangle is exploring how illness 
uncertainty and depression in couples 
facing multiple sclerosis (MS) is associ-
ated with relationship quality and our 1st  

by Dr. Tae Hart, Lab DirectorLAB FEATURE: 

year PhD student Danielle 
Culp is investigating sexual 
satisfaction and quality of 
life in this same popula-
tion.  In the area of cancer, 
Jenna Belanger, a 2nd year 
PhD student, is addressing 
the informational needs of 
women with breast cancer 
by conducting a study to 
develop a multimedia infor-
mation tool to enhance the 
understanding of breast 
cancer, its treatment and 
symptom management for 
patients with low health literacy.
      Other on-going projects in the lab 
include the ‘Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 
Symptoms and Posttraumatic Growth in 
Patient with Colorectal Cancer and Their 
Partners’ study, which  is a longitudinal 
examination on how couples are affected 
by the experiences of psychological  
distress and post-traumatic growth after 
one partner has been diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer.
      The purpose of our Gay Men with Pros-

tate Cancer study is to demonstrate the 
need for programs that specifically target 
gay/bisexual men’s community to provide 
information about prostate cancer treat-
ment, as well as how to survive and thrive 
after treatment. And lastly, in a collabora-
tive project with Dr. Mark Silverberg at 
Mount Sinai Hospital,  we are examining  
illness self-management, illness uncertain-
ty, and quality of life in those diagnosed 
with ulcerative colitis. 

From Left: Lindsey Torbit (Lab Manager), Cassandra Crangle (MA1 student), 
Dr. Tae Hart (Lab Director), and Danielle Culp (PhD1 student).

Dr. Kuo completed her BA at the University 
of California (Los Angeles) and her MA and 
PhD at the University of Washington in 

2007, specializing in Clinical Psychology. Since 
completing her APA-accredited internship at the 
Department of Veteran Affairs Palo Alto Health Care 
System in 2007, she has held a Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship at Stanford University School of Medicine and 
the National Center for Post Traumatic Stress Disor-
der.  Dr. Kuo’s research program explores emotion 
reactivity and regulation in borderline personality 
disorder (BPD), post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), and non-clinical samples. Her treatment-
based research is in the area of Dialectical Behavior 

In 2007, Dr. Ma completed her PhD in Devel-
opmental Psychology at the University of Vir-
ginia, where she worked with the renowned 

Dr. Judy DeLoache. She held a Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship at the University of Texas (Austin) and 
has been a Teaching Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
University of British Columbia since 2008. Dr. 
Ma’s research program explores cognitive and 
social-cognitive development in infancy and 
early childhood. Her current studies investigate 
the roots of rational learning, social reasoning 
in the context of others’ behaviour, and chil-
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dren’s credulity and skepticism regarding the testimony 
of others.  Lili Ma is keen to be joining the department and 
to begin building her developmental lab in the PRTC. “I 
am particularly impressed by the energy and congeniality 
within the department”, says Lili and continues: “I have 
been wishing really hard since my visit that I could be the 
lucky one to join the great team, and I am so thrilled that 
this day has finally arrived!”

Therapy (DBT), Prolonged Exposure (PE), and Cognitive-
Processing Therapy (CPT).  Janice is keen to be joining our 
Psychology department and to begin building her emotion 
regulation lab in the PRTC. As she sums it up: “I am so excited 
to be part the Ryerson faculty. I feel incredibly lucky to be 
joining a group of such talented - and kind - scientists and am 
I looking forward to the upcoming years of collaboration!” 

Welcome NEW FACULTY
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KIA ORA! by Stéphanie Marion, PhD student

The PSA is a student-run organization that aims 
to meet the needs and desires of psychology 
students at Ryerson. The Psychology Students’ 

Association participated in “Disorientation Day” at 
Ryerson in September where we collaborated with 
CAMH (The Centre for Addiction and Mental Health) to 
expose the stereotypes and myths about mental illness. 
Dr. Michelle Dionne hosted a graduate information 
session in October where she indulged undergraduate 
psychology students in a thorough presentation about 
how to get involved in the honours thesis program 
and how to apply to graduate school. We plan to have 
another information session next semester. The PSA also 
hosted a movie night in October where we presented a 
Halloween-themed psychological thriller. We are cur-
rently holding our second annual psychology clothing 
sale this semester. The PSA plans to sell sweaters and 
t-shirts again next fall. Early this November we have set 
up a free luncheon Meet and Greet for all psychology 
students to meet PSA members and faculty. Future ac-
tivities involve a study session for Fall Finals and a trip to 
CAMH in the winter term! Our “March March to CAMH”, 
will all interested psychology students to tour around 
the newly developed grounds.   

 Erica Milton – President
 Nathalie Burnier – Vice President
 Jenny Liu – Treasurer
 Mandi Torris – Information Officer
 Shayla Ayotte – Creative Director
 Katya Shori – Liason of Psychology Abroad
 Michelle Marcos

PSA Messageby Erica Milton, BA Student &  PSA President

The PSA set up shop in the Quad.   From Left: Mandi Torris, Jenny Liu, Nathalie Burnier, Hannah El-Khatib, 
Michael Brienza, Erica Milton, Vanessa Corpuz,  and Gabriela Kostova.
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Kia ora!  The summer of 2010 was 
quite special for me.  Thanks to a 
Michael Smith Foreign Study Supple-

ment grant from SSHRC, I travelled to the 
other side of the world, to the majestic 
islands of New Zealand.  I stayed in the 
city of Wellington for nearly four months 
where I worked in the psychology lab of Dr. 
Maryanne Garry.  Dr. Garry is a cognitive 
psychologist renowned especially for her 
work in the area of psychology and the law, 
and particularly for her research on false 
memories and memory errors. I had the 
opportunity to work on various projects: 
one study investigated how feelings of 
social ostracism affect memory; another 
examined the effect of repetition on the 
credibility of an eyewitness statement; and 
another looked at the effect of the readabil-
ity of a written passage on the misinforma-
tion effect.  Amidst the research activities, 
lab meetings, writing workshops, and local 
conferences, I found the time to zip by 

Melbourne, Australia, to attend an interna-
tional conference on applied psychology. 
This internship provided a great network-
ing opportunity. In addition to meeting 
several faculty members, I worked very 
closely with Dr. Garry’s graduate students 
and definitely feel I have made lifelong 
friendships sure to open up more opportu-
nities for collaboration in the future. 
        Of course, I also took some time to 
travel.  At the top of the list of cultural 
and touristic activities were wine tasting, 
climbing up a glacier, tramping, wine tast-
ing, bird watching, caving, watching an All 
Blacks rugby match, and ... did I mention 
wine tasting?  June to September are the 
southern hemisphere’s winter months and 
it sure was no weather for sandals, but the 
beautiful landscapes of the country more 
than made up for it!  Overall, this was an 
exhilarating experience and I feel very 
fortunate for my Australasian research  
and travel opportunity.



Graduate Studies

MEET OUR NEW GRAD STUDENTS!
My research interests lie fairly broadly within the realm of 
Psychology and Law, though I am particularly drawn to research 
on alibis, deception detection, memory malleability, and the CSI 
Effect. A B.C. girl, born and raised, I attended the University of 
Victoria, where I earned my Honours in Psychology as well as a 
second BA in Slavic Studies. 

Sara Cowan, PSY SCI (T. Burke)

I received my H.B.Sc. from the University of Toronto where I 
specialized in Psychology, majored in English, and minored in 
Visual Studies. I will be working under the guidance of Dr. Maria 
Gurevich. My interests lie within the realm of critical psychology 
and theory; I hope to investigate issues concerning masculinity 
and the male body.

Alex Vasilovsky, CLIN (M. Gurevich)

I completed my undergrad at York University and will be entering 
the Clinical stream at Ryerson under the supervision of Dr. 
Monson. My research interests revolve around process and out-
come research for clinical treatments, specifically for PTSD.

Phil Shnaider, CLIN (C. Monson)

I completed my Bachelor of Arts degree at McGill Univer-
sity. I am looking forward to working with Dr. Tae Hart in the 
Psychosocial Medicine Lab. My primary research interest is the 
relationship between interpersonal relationships and psychoso-
cial adjustment to a chronic illness. 

Cassandra Crangle, CLIN (S. Hart)

Meredith Herman, CLIN (C. Monson)

NEW PHD STUDENT

Angela Lachowski received her undergraduate degree in Psy-
chology from the University of Western Ontario and has been 
employed as a Research Coordinator in Psychiatry at the Univer-
sity Health Network for the past 2 years.  She will be joining the 
SAD lab under the supervision of Dr. Colleen Carney.

Angela Lachowski, CLIN (C. Carney)

I completed my Bachelor of Science degree at Trent University. 
My area of interest focuses on examining the associations 
between attachment and the development of psychopathology. 
I am looking forward to working with Dr. Leslie Atkinson in the 
biopsychosocial lab. 

I graduated from York University with an Honours Double Major 
in Psychology and Visual Arts. My main research interest is eat-
ing disorders, and I am looking forward to working with Dr. Traci 
McFarlane and Dr. Michelle Dionne.

Danielle MacDonald, CLIN 
(M. Dionne & T.  McFarlane)

I recently completed my BA in the Honours Psychology Research 
Specialist program at Wilfrid Laurier University. I am enthusiastic 
to begin conducting research in the clinical forensic area with my 
supervisor, Dr. David Day. 

Jennifer Newman, CLIN (D. Day)

I completed my undergraduate degree in psychology at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, which included 1 year at University College 
London and the Institute for Cognitive Neuroscience in the U.K.  
I am interested in anxiety disorder research and treatment, and I 
am very excited to be working with Dr. Martin Antony.

Leorra Newman, CLIN (M. Antony)

Jessica Laundry, CLIN (L. Atkinson)

I completed my Honours B.A. from York University in psychol-
ogy and criminology. I look forward to working with Dr. Alasdair 
Goodwill while pursuing my research interests in the area of 
forensic psychology.

Sandy Oziel, CLIN (A. Goodwill)

Kristina Safar, PSY SCI  (M. Moulson)

I completed my Hon. Bachelor of Arts in psychology and criminol-
ogy at York University. My research interests are profiling, victim 
age targetting in sex offences, child abduction murders, suspect 
prioritization in police investigations, and psychopathy. I look 
forward to the upcoming years working under the supervision of 
Dr. Alasdair Goodwill.

Skye Stephens, CLIN (A. Goodwill)

Nicole Sugden,  PSY SCI  (M. Moulson)

I completed my undergraduate degree at Queen’s University 
in Kingston, Ontario. My area of interest is in anxiety disorders, 
specifically obsessive-compulsive disorder. I am looking forward 
to joining Dr. Kristin Vickers laboratory this year. 

Stephanie Taillefer, CLIN (K. Vickers)

I have a BSc and MSc in computer science from Ryerson. My 
computer science work examined the impact of judgement and 
memory biases on software testers. My current research interests 
include cognitive biases, decision making, and memory, and I will 
be working under the supervision of Dr. Julia Spaniol.

Pete Wegier, PSY SCI ( J. Spaniol)

I have a BSc in Psychology from the University of Toronto, and an 
MA in Psychology of Music from the University of Sheffield in 
England.  I will be continuing my research into interactions 
between music and language in Ben Dyson’s H.E.A.R. Lab.

Jonathan Wilbiks PSY SCI (B. Dyson)

Coming to Ryerson by way of Concordia University, where she 
completed her undergraduate degree in psychology, Nicole is 
currently working with Dr. Moulson on the development of expert 
face perception.

I graduated from York University in 2009 with a Specialized Hon-
ours BA in psychology.  I am working under the supervision of Dr. 
Margaret Moulson in the Brain and Early Experiences (BEE) lab. 
I am very interested in examining the development of emotion 
recognition during infancy, with a specific focus on how the qual-
ity of different caregiver relationships affects an infant’s ability to 
recognize facial expressions.

I have a BA from McGill University in Psychology and an MA from 
New York University in Trauma and Violence Transdisciplinary 
Studies. My current research interests include trauma recovery, 
intimate relationships and CBT for PTSD. I will be working under 
the supervision of Dr. Candice Monson.
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Featured Accolades
AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS
Dianne Lam won the Best Poster Award (graduate student division) at 
the annual conference of the Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education, Toronto, ON (2010).  
Jennifer Newman received the American Psychology-Law Society Un-
dergraduate Thesis Award.  Jennifer will present at the 4th International 
Congress on Psychology and Law (March 2011, Miami).
Matilda Nowakowski received the Ken Bowers Student Research Award 
at the meeting of the Canadian Psychological Association, Winnipeg, MB 
(2010).
Wade Pickren has been named to the Organizing Committee of the 30th 
International Congress of Psychology (Subcommittee on the History of 
Psychology) to be held in Capetown, SA in 2012.
Anne C. Wagner was selected to participate in the 2010 Canadian Inwwsti-
tutes of Health Research Summer Institute of Gender and Health in Vancou-
ver, BC ( July 2010).

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Trevor Hart (PI) with Dr. Nathan Smith at McGill (nominated PI) was 
awarded a 2-year CIHR Operating Grant to examine an intervention to pro-
mote resilience against homophobia and prevent HIV among young MSM.  
Amount: $158,983.
Candice M. Monson (PI). Canadian Institutes of Health Research. “A Longi-
tudinal Examination of Interpersonal and Individual Factors in Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder.”  Amount: $480,189  October, 2010-September, 2015        
Syb Pongracic was awarded a scholarship to attend the 61st annual meet-
ing of the Society for Clinical and Experimental Hypnosis in Boston, MA 
(November 10-14, 2010).
Sarah Royal was awarded the SSHRC Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada 
Graduate Scholarship Award: $35,000 per annum for 36 months (September, 
2010)
Julia Spaniol (PI), with Grady, C. L. (CI). Reward-based memory enhance-
ment in younger and older adults: A pilot fMRI study. CIHR Catalyst Grant. 
Amount: $49,958 (2010-2011).

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & PROCEEDINGS
Lisa Chan & Frank A. Russo. (August 2010). “The Facial Feedback Hypoth-
esis and Automatic Mimicry in Perception of Sung Emotion.” Paper pre-
sented at the International Conference for Music Perception and Cognition, 
Seattle, WA.
Danielle E. Culp, Caplan, L., & Stacey L. Hart. (November, 2010). Relation-
ship satisfaction, partner support, and sexual satisfaction among people 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Poster to be presented at the Annual 
Conference of the Association for Behavioural and Cognitive Therapies, San 
Francisco, California.
Bethany A. Gee, Martin M. Antony, Naomi Koerner, & Aiken, A. (2010, 
November). How do people judge others who look anxious and disclose that 
they are anxious? Poster to be presented at the Association for Behavioral 
and Cognitive Therapies, San Francisco, CA.
Stéphanie B. Marion & Pozzulo, J. (2010, July). “Juror perceptions of alibi 
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evidence in the presence of a positive, foil, or non- lineup identification”. 
Paper presented at the 27th International Congress of Applied Psychology, 
Melbourne, Australia.
Andrea Wilkinson & Lixia Yang. (2010). Training-induced plasticity of in-
hibition in old age: Does feedback matter? Poster presented at the Cognitive 
Aging Conference, April 15-18, Atlanta, Georgia, United States. 

BOOKS
Martin M. Antony, & Barlow, D.H. (Eds.) (2010).  Handbook of assessment 
and treatment planning for psychological disorders, 2nd ed.  New York, NY:  
Guilford Press.

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
Ben J. Dyson. (2010). “She’s a waterfall”: Motion after-effect and perceptual 
design in video games involving virtual musicianship. Perception, 39, 131-
132.
Todd A. Girard, Axelrod, B.N., & Leanne Wilkins (2010). “Comparison of 
WAIS-III short-forms for measuring index and full-scale scores.” Assessment, 
17, 400-405.
Todd A. Girard, Christensen, B.K., & Rizvi, S. (2010). “Visual-spatial episodic 
memory in Schizophrenia: A multiple systems framework.” Neuropsychology, 
24 (3), 368-378.
Alasdair M. Goodwill, Alison, L.J. & Humann, M., Francis, A. & Villejoubert, 
G. (2010). The Impact of Outcome Knowledge, Role and Quality of Informa-
tion on the Perceived Legitimacy of Lethal Force Decisions in Counter Terror-
ism operations. Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 28, 337-350.
Halpern, J., Maunder, R.G., Schwartz, B., & Maria Gurevich. (2010). Identi-
fying risk of emotional sequelae after critical incidents. Emergency Medicine 
Journal, 27, Epub ahead of print.
Hirshhorn, M., Leorra Newman, & Moscovitch, M. (2010). Detailed descrip-
tions of routes traveled, but not map-like knowledge, correlates with tests of 
hippocampal function in older adults. Hippocampus.
Heather Hood, Martin M. Antony, Naomi Koerner, & Candice M. Mon-
son. (in press). Examining the effects of safety behaviors on fear reduction 
during exposure. Behaviour Research and Therapy.
Margaret C. Moulson, Shannon, R. W., Nelson, C. A. (in press). Neural cor-
relates of visual recognition in 3-month-old infants: The role of experience. 
Developmental Psychobiology.
Rachel Strimas & Michelle M. Dionne. (2010). Differential Effects of Self-
Weighing Frequency in Restrained and Unrestrained Eaters. Personality and 
Individual Differences, 49, 1011-1014.
Ashley Ward, David M. Day, Bevc, I., Sun, Y., Rosenthal, J. S., & Duchense, 
T. (2010). Criminal Trajectories and Risk Factors in a Canadian Sample of 
Offenders. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 37(11), 1278-1300.
Watson, C., Madelaine Burley, & Purdon, C. (2010). “Verbal repetition in 
the reappraisal of contamination-related thoughts.” Behavioural and Cogni-
tive Psychotherapy, 38, 337- 353.
Lixia Yang. (2010). Review of the book “Aging and Cognition: Research 
methodologies and empirical advances” (Eds. Bosworth & Hertzog, 2009). 
Canadian Psychology, 51, 219-220. DOI: 10.1037/a0020344.
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