
 
ATTENTION ALL PROCOM STUDENTS 

Les McIlroy Memorial Award 

Established in memory of Les McIlroy who passed away in January 2011. Les was a Renaissance man who 
liked to say that during his career he sold everything from Tide to oil and the federal government. During his 
professional life, he held senior positions at a number of major corporations and worked with many others as 
a consultant: Proctor & Gamble; Ogilvy & Mather; Bristol-Myers; Bushnell Communications and Manulife 
Financial. In addition, he was Chief of Staff to several federal cabinet ministers. He continued his interest in 
public policy as Executive-in-Residence for several years at the Public Policy Forum. In his later years, he 
guest-lectured at several Canadian universities, and authored the book, "The Managers' Mentor." Les was 
particularly interested in mentoring younger people pursuing professions related to marketing, public 
relations and communications.  

This award will recognize a student who demonstrates excellence in creating a persuasive product 
through their achievement in CMN 323, Introduction to Professional Practice. This student will show 
remarkable potential in a broad range of communications, especially evident in their creative thinking 
and compelling execution.   

The successful candidate will also demonstrate a compassionate and egalitarian approach to humanity 
through public or community volunteer work, and an understanding of the role of ethics in  professional 
communication. 

Amount: $1000  

To be eligible for this award, you must:  
➢ Be enrolled full-time in the undergraduate program of the School of Professional 

Communication  
➢ Have clear academic standing  
➢ Have successfully completed CMN 323 with a grade of at least A-.  
➢ Submit an electronic portfolio consisting of:  

1. A CV/ résumé demonstrating your commitment to community and volunteer work 2. 
Supporting evidence for the CV/ résumé (maximum two), such as a letter from 
an employer, a letter of acknowledgement, etc.  
3. A 2000-2500-word letter to the committee that:  

a. Outlines why you are the most appropriate candidate for this award  
b. Articulates an understanding of professional communication and the role of ethics in 

an organization  
 
SUBMIT YOUR ELECTRONIC PORTFOLIO ONLINE: https://ryerson.awardspring.ca/ 
DEADLINE: Saturday, April 30, 2022 by 11:59 p.m, Eastern Time (EDT).  
 
Adjudication of the 2021/22 award will be in the summer of 2022. The scholarship will be 
presented at the ProCom Fall 2022 awards ceremony.  



 
 
 
Weighting of Criteria: 
 
Criteria 
 

Weighting 

CV/Volunteer Commitment 
 

60% 

Application Letter 40% 
 100% 

 


