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LISA: I'm Lisa Taylor.
NICOLE: And I'm Nicole Blenchett Neheli. We're two journalism professors who both see our students struggle with grammar. So we created a series of videos to help clarify some of the most confusing grammatical rules. 

LISA: Misplaced modifiers change the meaning of a sentence, and can result in some of the funniest mistakes you’ll ever make. A modifier is a word or a phrase that should add more detail or heighten a description. But, if you put it in the wrong place, it can actually change the meaning of the sentence. You can misplace an adjective so that it is modifying the wrong noun, an adverb so that it is modifying the wrong verb, or a clause or phrase to change the whole meaning of your sentence. 

NICOLE: You can find countless examples of misplaced modifiers printed and posted every day. We’re going to use some real-life blunders to help you understand how to recognize a misplaced modifier then show you how to prevent and fix them. Basically, the key is to ensure you’re not changing the meaning of your sentence simply by putting a word in the wrong place.  Let’s look at some examples.

Slide 5 - Misplaced Adjectives and Adverbs
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LISA: Misplaced adjectives and adverbs are the easiest to spot. 

If you write, "He chose a white shirt for the job interview, 

which turned out be stained.",

you're saying the interview was stained - 

the adjective "stained" is modifying "interview",

and you need it to modify "white shirt". 

So, the corrected sentence reads like this: 

"He chose a white shirt, which turned out to be stained, 

for the job interview."

"Stained" is now modifying "white shirt." 

LISA: Misplaced adjectives and adverbs are the easiest to spot. 

If you write, “Cold patio drinks are great in the summer.”,

the adjective “cold” is actually modifying patio, not drink. 

So maybe you do like cold patios, but if you want 

to refer to the temperature of the drinks 

you need to move the modifier next to it. 

It should read: 

Cold drinks on a patio are great in the summer. 

The adjective, or modifier, “cold,” is now referring to the drink. 

Text Captions

He chose a white shirt for the job interview, which turned out to be stained.

He chose a white shirt, which turned out to be stained, for the job interview.
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NICOLE: Now let’s see how this works with an adverb. 

If you write: We drank the drinks the waitress served quickly. 

The adverb, quickly, is modifying the verb “served”. 

So if you want to state that the waitress served you quickly 

then your sentence is fine. 

But if you are referring to the speed you drank the drinks, 

you need to move the modifier next to that verb. 

Your sentence should read: 

We quickly drank the drinks that the waitress served. 

Again, the key with putting your adverbs and adjectives 

in the right place is to ensure you put them next to, 

or as close as possible to, 

the verb or noun they are modifying. 

In this case, we had to put quickly right beside drank. 

Misplaced modifiers get a bit trickier 

when it’s a phrase or clause messing up your sentence.    

Text Captions

We drank the drinks the waitress served quickly. 

We drank the drinks the waitress served quickly. 

We drank the drinks the waitress served quickly. 

We quickly drank the drinks that the waitress served. 
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LISA: The sentence “A man robbed a TTC bus armed with a knife” 

was taken from an actual news report. 

But the way it’s written, 

it’s the bus that’s armed with the knife, 

not the man. 

This is because the modifier “armed with a knife” 

is connected to the word or phrase it is closest to, 

in this case the bus. 

This sentence literally states that 

the bus was armed with a knife, 

which as you can see from this drawing, 

could make for a good scene from a Transformers movie, 

but doesn’t accurately tell the story. 

What you really want to say here is 

“A man armed with a knife robbed a TTC bus.” 

Text Captions
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NICOLE: When you move “armed with a knife” next to “man” 

you are ensuring that everyone knows it was 

the man armed with the knife 

because the modifier is next to the noun it is describing. 

Text Captions

A man armed with a knife robbed a TTC bus.
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LISA: Media headlines often cause confusion.  

Although they're not complete sentences, 

careless word placement in headlines

can change the intended meaning. 

LISA: Now, we’re pretty sure the author of this headline 

was not promoting cannibalism, 

but you wouldn’t know it by the way 

this sentence was written: 

Kids make nutritious snacks. 

This sentence is open to multiple interpretations, 

the most alarming being that kids might be a good snack 

if you need something to tide you over till lunch. 

In order to ensure your meaning is clear, 

you need to switch up the order of the words.

Text Captions

Slide 10 - Snacks made by Kids

[image: image10.jpg]Nutritious snacks made by
kids.

Kids prepare nutritious
snacks.





Slide notes

NICOLE: A better way to structure this sentence would be, 

“Nutritious snacks made by kids” or, 

“Kids learn to make nutritious snacks.” 

Now it’s clear that the kids are making snacks, 

not being served as one. 

Text Captions

Nutritious snacks made by kids.

Kids prepare nutritious snacks. 
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LISA: Let’s take a look at a few more examples. 

In this headline, it appears the judge 

ordered the violin thief 

to serve his sentence in a violin case. 

So how do we fix this? 

To make it accurate, 

the modifier, needs to be moved

closer to the noun, which is "thief".

What you want to say here is, 

“Violin thief gets nine months.” 

You may also notice

we got rid of the word "case"

because it's unclear whether it refers to

the container the violin was stored in, 

or the police investigation.

LISA: Let’s take a look at a few more examples. 

In this sentence, maybe the thief was drunk enough 

to attempt hiding in the violin case, 

but we’re pretty certain that’s not where 

the judge ordered the sentence to be served. 

So how do we fix this? 

To make it more accurate, 

the modifier, violin case, needs to be moved. 

What you really want to say here is, 

“Violin case drunk gets nine months.” 

Text Captions

Violin thief gets nine months.

Slide 12 - Violin Case Drunk Gets Nine Months
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NICOLE: Now that "violin" is next to “thief” it is modifying 

the right part of the sentence. 

This sentence was written 

as a news headline, but if you had more space 

you could increase clarity by writing something like 

"Thief convicted in violin robbery gets nine months."

NICOLE: Now that violin case is next to “drunk” 

it's modifying the right part of the sentence, 

and it's clear the violin case is the name being used 

to describe the legal proceedings, 

not where the convict will be housed. 

Obviously this sentence was written as a news headline, 

but if you had more space 

you could increase clarity by writing something like 

“Drunk convicted in violin case gets nine months.”

Text Captions

Violin thief gets nine months.

Thief convicted in violin robbery gets nine months.
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LISA: If this headline were accurate, 

this would be quite a story. 

But the police were not helping the dog 

dog BITE the victim - it just seems like that 

because of the placement 

of the phrase “dog bite victim.”  

Once again, we fix it by rearranging the words 

so that “Dog bite victim” is at the beginning. 

LISA: If this sentence were accurate, this would be quite a story. 

But the police squad wasn’t helping the dog BITE the victim -

it just seems like that 

because of the way this sentence is structured, 

specifically the placement of the phrase “dog bite victim.”  

The fix is once again to move around the words in the sentence 

so “Dog bite victim” is at the beginning. 

Text Captions

Slide 14 - Dog Bite Victim Helped By Squad
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NICOLE: If you write, "Dog bite victim helped by police,"

it's clear that the police were doing the helping, 

not the biting.

NICOLE: If you write: “Dog bite victim helped by squad” 

it’s clear that the police were doing the helping, not the biting.  

Text Captions

Dog bite victim helped by police.
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LISA: So to recap:

Misplaced adverbs aren’t actually modifying the verb they should. 

You correct the problem by ensuring that the modifier,

or adverb, 

is always next or as close as possible to the verb you want to describe.

NICOLE: The same rule applies for adjectives - always make sure 

you put them next to the noun you want to modify.

LISA: And if it’s a phrase or clause, be sure that its placement 

isn’t changing the meaning of your sentence. 

It’s not the bus that’s armed with the knife, 

but the man who robbed the bus. 

Text Captions

Module Recap

We drank the drinks the waitress served quickly. 

We quickly drank the drinks that the waitress served. 

He chose a white shirt for the job interview, which turned out to be stained.

He chose a white shirt, which turned out to be stained, for the job interview.
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NICOLE: Now that you’ve finished this module you should be able to: 

 you should be better prepared to: 

Identify clear writing with error-free text

Identify common grammatical errors

Understand how to edit text

Text Captions

Identify clear writing and error-free text

Identify common grammatical errors

Understand how to edit text

Learning Outcomes

Slide 17 - Topic Quiz
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Topic Quiz

Begin Quiz

Quiz Question 1 – Multiple Choice
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) The crew replaced the old traffic lights, which had been working for more than 12 hours.

B) The crew, which had been working for more than 12 hours, replaced the old traffic lights.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 2 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

¢ A) The car, which had been stolen earlier in the day, sped from the scene of the
accident.

B) The car sped from the scene of the accident, which had been stolen earlier in the day.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) The car, which had been stolen earlier in the day, sped from the scene of the accident.

B) The car sped from the scene of the accident, which had been stolen earlier in the day.

The correct answer is A. 

Quiz Question 3 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Aman robbed a TTC bus armed with a knife.
¢ B) Aman armed with a knife robbed a TTC bus.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) A man robbed a TTC bus armed with a knife.

B) A man armed with a knife robbed a TTC bus.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 4 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.
< A) Iva wore her best suit to the job interview, which was unfortunately covered in dog
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@ B) Iva wore her best suit, which was unfortunately covered in dog hair, to the job
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You must answer the question before continuing.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Iva wore her best suit to the job interview, which was unfortunately covered in dog hair.

B) Iva wore her best suit, which was unfortunately covered in dog hair, to the job interview.

The correct answer is B. 
Quiz Question 5 – Multiple Choice [image: image22.jpg]estion <X> of <Y>

Choose the headline that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Thief gets nine months in violin case.
¢ B) Thief convicted in violin case gets nine months.
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Text Captions

Choose the headline that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Thief gets nine months in violin case.

B) Thief convicted in violin case gets nine months.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 6 – Multiple Choice
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Text Captions

Choose the headline that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Dog bite victim helped by squad.

B) Squad helps dog bite victim.

The correct answer is A. 

Quiz Question 7 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) We were so parched that we drank the drinks the waitress served quickly.
¢ B) We were so parched that we quickly drank the drinks the waitress served.
C) We were so quickly parched that we drank the drinks the waitress served.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) We were so parched that we drank the drinks the waitress served quickly.

B) We were so parched that we quickly drank the drinks the waitress served.

C) We were so quickly parched that we drank the drinks the waitress served.

The correct answer is B.

Quiz Question 8 – Multiple Choice
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A) Kids make nutritious snacks.
¢ B) Nutritious snacks made by kids.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Kids make nutritious snacks.

B) Nutritious snacks made by kids.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 9 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

¢ A) The accused was on trial that morning for murder.
B) The accused was on trial for murder that morning.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) The accused was on trial that morning for murder.

B) The accused was on trial for murder that morning.

The correct answer is A. 

Quiz Question 10 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) The police officer’s wife, who was shot in the line of duty, will take part in the run.
¢ B) The wife of the police officer, who was shot in the line of duty, will take part in the run.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) The police officer’s wife, who was shot in the line of duty, will take part in the run.

B) The wife of the police officer, who was shot in the line of duty, will take part in the run.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 11 – Multiple Choice
[image: image28.jpg]estion <X> of <Y>

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) He gave slushies to the children in paper cups.
¢ B) He gave slushies in paper cups to the children.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) He gave slushies to the children in paper cups.

B) He gave slushies in paper cups to the children.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 12 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) She nearly sat at her computer for 12 hours on the weekend.
¢ B) She sat at her computer for nearly 12 hours on the weekend.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) She nearly sat at her computer for 12 hours on the weekend.

B) She sat at her computer for nearly 12 hours on the weekend.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 13 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

¢ A) Talking and walking in the zoo, they saw lions, monkeys, and wombats.
B) They saw lions, monkeys, and wombats talking and walking in the zoo.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Talking and walking in the zoo, they saw lions, monkeys, and wombats.

B) They saw lions, monkeys, and wombats talking and walking in the zoo.

The correct answer is A.

Quiz Question 14 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) He bought a dog for his sister named Spot.
¢ B) He bought a dog named Spot for his sister.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) He bought a dog for his sister named Spot.

B) He bought a dog named Spot for his sister.

The correct answer is B. 

Quiz Question 15 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

¢ A) He chose a white shirt, which turned out to be see-through, for the job interview.
B) He chose a white shirt for the job interview, which turned out to be see-through.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) He chose a white shirt, which turned out to be see-through, for the job interview.

B) He chose a white shirt for the job interview, which turned out to be see-through.

The correct answer is A. 

Quiz Question 16 – Multiple Choice
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Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

¢ A) Drenched through to his underwear, Emmanuel looked at the dripping umbrellas.
B) Emmanuel looked at the dripping umbrellas drenched through to his underwear.
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Text Captions

Choose the sentence that does NOT have a misplaced modifier.

A) Drenched through to his underwear, Emmanuel looked at the dripping umbrellas.

B) Emmanuel looked at the dripping umbrellas drenched through to his underwear.

The correct answer is A. 
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You have now completed Grammar and Syntax Topic 4: Misplacing Your Modifiers. You may now print a certificate of completion you should keep for your records. Please enter your name into the space below so we can personalize your certificate.

Congratulations!
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