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. We aim to answer the question of how children’s 

participation in international and Canadian child 

protection programs and policies can be monitored. We 

have team members and partnership countries in Canada, 

South Africa, Brazil, the UK and China. Our research team 

is not complete without our young people involved in our 

Child and Youth Advisory Committee!

 

Our research is divided into three phases: 

 

Phase I - WE IDENTIFIED CURRENT ACADEMIC LITERATURE 

ON MONITORING CHILD PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL 

PROTECTION. WE ALSO CONDUCTED KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEWS 

(KII) WITH STAKEHOLDERS AROUND THE WORLD. WE ALSO 

ESTABLISHED THE CHILD AND YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

 

PHASE II - AFTER THE INTERNATIONAL WORK, WE deepened our 

work into DIFFERENT REGIONS. WE COLLECTED DATA IN 4 

COUNTRIES WITH 5 DIFFERENT PROJECTS. (cANADA - ONTARIO & 

NEW BRUNSWICK, Brazil, South Africa and China). See 

“Jurisdiction Summary” for more details). Guided by our 

CYAC, we created the following methodologies: local 

CYAC, focus groups, KII with adult stakeholders and 

participatory meetings involving young people & adults.

  

Details about the participatory meeting:  

- We had 2 participatory meetings in all jurisdictions. The 

first participatory meeting discussed results from 

phase I (looking into what relevance the results had for 

the jurisdiction, if any) and the second participatory 

meeting focused on co-creating new ideas and 

recommendations on monitoring child participation in 

their protection in the jurisdiction.

 

Phase III – Our research is currently in Phase III. We 

are analyzing the connections between children’s 

participation and child protection within each 

jurisdiction and the outcomes in all jurisdictions.

 

 

 

 

Our cyac members play an important role to our research 

process. They inform our research design, support data 

analysis/collection, provide content for conferences, 

provide feedback, facilitate meetings, work on publication 

papers and more. overall, they provide guidance for our 

research. We have CYAC members from Brazil, South 

Africa, Canada and China!

Child and 

youth

advisory 

committee 

(CYAC)  

 

Our wonderful CYAC members have been working in collaboration with us in both 

international and national level (a.k.a "local CYAC"). this year's highlights are: 

providing guidance to KII questions, literature review, FACILITATING participatory 

meetings, conference support (CATS, IPSCAN& Day of Discussion of the un committee on 

the rights of the child) and the CYAC paper. for next year, CYAC members will be 

involved in more conference support, finalizing the CYAC paper, designing 

the ICCRP logo, and more.

jurisdiction summary
Brazil: Focusing on young’s people participation on the State Council on the Rights 

of Children and Adolescents in Rio de Janeiro (CEDCA-Rio). 

China: Examining in collaboration with project partner Right To Play China its 

Child Protection Program that aims to build and strengthen an effective and 

replicable child protection system in China. 

South Africa: Working with National Association of Child Care Workers 

(NACCW), we are focusing on the Adolescent and Youth Development Programme 

(AYDP) in partnership with the Department of Social Development with the support 

of UNICEF.   

Ontario, Canada: Addressing the question of how to involve young people in the 

development of college curricula for Child and Youth Care (CYC) practitioners.  

New Brunswick, Canada: Monitoring the engagement of young people in the Youth 

Voice Committee created to support the New Brunswick provincial harm reduction 

strategy called “Keeping Children and Youth Safe from Harm in New 

Brunswick” (2015).

https://icpnc.org/publications-and-resources/international-and-canadian-child-rights-partnership-iccrp/
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From the left: Mayara Maciel, Mónica Ruiz-Casares, Laura Wright, Reshma Shiwcharran and Tara 
Collins at the Children as Actors for Transforming Society (CATS) Conference 2018 in Caux, 
Switzerland. 

ICCRP has been involved in many child rights-focused conferences over the past 

year:

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT 

(ISPCAN) in Czech Republic: Kay Tisdall, Lucy Jamieson, laura wright,  Natasha 

Hendricks, Javita Narang, Tara Collins, Hyunju Shin, Amanda Mayhew and Mónica 

Ruiz-Casares. Virtual contribution from Zukhanye Mjilana, Haley Marion Mclean 

and Reshma Shiwcharran 

- IPSCAN focuses on bringing professionals from diverse backgrounds who work 

to prevent & treat child abuse, neglect and exploitation 

(from https://www.ispcan.org). ICCRP presented about our methodologies, case 

countries and the findings with the help of our CYAC members who spoke about 

their experience of being part of the team.  

Children as Actors for Transforming Society (CATS) Conference in 

Switzerland: Tara Collins, Mónica Ruiz-Casares, Laura 

Wright, Reshma shiwcharran and Mayara Maciel 

- CATS conference is an international forum focusing on children’s participation 

(From http://catsprogramme.org). We got an opportunity to 

facilitate workshops for children and adults to raise awareness about 

monitoring and its importance and to practice some monitoring tools! we worked 

together as the research team with adult and youth researchers.

United Nations (UN): tara Collins, Javita NARANG and virtual CYAC participation 

- ICCRP participated in the UN Day of Discussion, individual General Discussion on 

Human Rights Defenders & an one-hour briefing with the UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child. We discussed the importance of research, child and youth 

participation, and monitoring of participation including in child protection & 

identified potential allies and to receive advice about how to move forward 

together in meaningful and productive partnership. 

University of Cape Town (UCT) Learning lab examined in Cape town, South 

Africa: Tara Collins, Lucy Jamieson and Natasha Hendricks 

- We discussed the overall goals and objectives of our research, participatory 

methodologies, CYAC and preliminary findings from Phase I & II. 

The International Congress of Americanists (ICA) Conference in Spain: Irene Rizzini 

- ICA explores a variety of topics such as art, cultural studies, philosophy and 

social sciences. (From http://ica2018.es/home/). ICCRP had an opportunity to 

present about our findings, objectives, methodologies and country cases.

Contemporary Childhood Studies Conference in Glasgow, Scotland at University 

of Strathclyde: Kay Tisdal, Lucy Jamieson, and Laura Wright, with Tara Collins 

and Mónica Ruiz-Casares virtual contribution.

- We participated in a panel on engaging children and youth in participatory 

research and shared ICCRP examples from the global CYAC and South Africa 

project.
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Our Team
Tara Collins - Amanda Mayhew - Reah (Hyun Ju) Shin 

We are always looking into expanding our partnerships with different 

individuals & organizations. if you are interested in being part of our 

research, please contact us through e-mail! 

"ICCRP is interesting. everybody is so supportive 

and they always  make sure that we are 

comfortable. Everybody on cyac  feels secure 

and safe. No one tries to put anyone down, 

because everyone listens."

- Mayara, brazil cyac member

Data collection is now complete, we are analyzing all of our country-specific 

data. We are look forward to sharing the results in phase III.  

We are currently planning for the future, so that we can continue and grow our 

partnership. We want to involve other interested allies to join us. Please 

contact us if interested! 

We will continue to work alongside our CYAC members.

quick updates & future plans

CONFERENCEs

This research was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.

Vanessa Zufelt - Irene Rizzini - Kay Tisdall - Mónica Ruiz-Casares - Lucy Jamieson - Natasha 

Hendricks - Laura Wright - Javita Narang - Sonja Grover - Vanessa Currie - He Ying - Jana Tabak 

- Zerina Matthews - Richard Wamimbi - Emilia Gonzalez

cyac members: Asiphe-isipho Dywili - Zukhanye Mjilana - Cleyton Costa Lima - Mayara Maciel - 

Ola Rzeszutek - Haley Marion Mclean - Jessica Travers - reshma shiwcharran - 2 Chinese 

members

https://icpnc.org/publications-and-resources/international-and-canadian-child-rights-partnership-iccrp/

