
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Demographics and Living Conditions

Population 7,275,556 Urban Population 2,640,299 (36%) Children under 5 796,887 (11%)

Attendance in early 
childhood education

32%

Basic drinking water 
(% household) 85%

Basic sanitation 
(% household) 79%

Population below 
poverty line 18%

Unemployment rate 1%

Informal employment rate of 
total employment 83% Exclusive breastfeeding 44%

Under 5-mortality due to 
unintentional Injuries (per 100,000) 12.3

Disabilities/developmental 
delays (2-17 years) 2%

Children under 5 – Supervision at home

Non-adult child supervision overtime

Non-adult child supervision by ...

Sex of child:

Residence:

Males 
 (<5 years)

Females 
 (<5 years)

Urban 
(<5 years)

Rural 
(<5 years)

Timeline

Children under 
adult supervision 88%

Children under 
non-adult supervision 12%

Child-to-child supervision

Home alone

Wealth quintile:

4%7%

[May 8, 1991]

Ratification of the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child

[Sep 25, 2009]

Ratification of United 
Nations Convention 
on the Rights of 
Persons with 
Disabilities

[2017]

MICS 6

[Aug 28, 2015]

Education Law (No. 133 of 2015).

Tuition-free and compulsory ECCE/Pre-primary 

[None compulsory]

[2006]

MICS 3

[2011-2012]

MICS 4

[Dec 26, 2006]

Labour Law Article 40. 
Maternity Support

Paid maternity leave [<14 weeks]

Paid paternity leave [<14 weeks]

[Dec 24, 2013]

Labour law 2013

Paid leave for child health needs [None]

[Jan 16, 2007]

Amended Labour Law

Breastfeeding breaks [Until child is 6 months old]
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Children under 5 supervision at home

Timeline
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