
Costa Rica
Demographics and Living Conditions

Population 5,094,114 Urban Population 4,114,567 (81%) Children under 5 348,002 (7%)

Attendance in early 
childhood education

18%

Basic drinking water 
(% household) 100%

Basic sanitation 
(% household) 98%

Population below 
poverty line 21%

Unemployment rate 8%

Informal employment rate of 
total employment 37% Exclusive breastfeeding 25%

Under 5-mortality due to 
unintentional Injuries (per 100,000) 3.7

Disabilities/developmental 
delays (2-17 years) 21%

Children under 5 – Supervision at home

Non-adult child supervision overtime

2011 2018

Non-adult child supervision by ...

Sex of child:

Residence:

Males 
 (<5 years)

Females 
 (<5 years)

Urban 
(<5 years)

Rural 
(<5 years)

Timeline

8%

4%

2%

6%

0%

Children under 
adult supervision 93%

Children under 
non-adult supervision 7%

Child-to-child supervision

Home alone

Wealth quintile:
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[Aug 21, 1990]

Ratification of the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child

[Oct 1, 2008]

Ratification of United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

[2018]

MICS 6

[Aug 23, 1943]

Ley núm. 2, de 27 de agosto de 1943, por la 
cual se sanciona el Código de Trabajo

Breastfeeding breaks 

[Yes, no explicit limit on age of child]

[Oct 16, 2002]

Loi n° 015/2002 du 16 octobre 
2002 portant Code du Travail. 

Paid maternity leave [14-17.9 weeks]

[2011]

MICS 4

[Dec 09, 2015]

Ley Nº 9343 Ley de Reforma 
Procesal Laboral 

Paid leave for child health needs 

[Yes, paid leave for both parents]

[Jun 09, 2011]

Ley núm. 8954 de reforma de la Constitución 
Política para el fortalecimiento del derecho a 
la educación.

Tuition-free and compulsory ECCE/Pre-primary 

[2 years free and compulsory]

Policies Conventions Survey Waves Paid paternity leave [None]

[2022]
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