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Agenda

• Canadian mining and MAC 

• Towards Sustainable Mining (TSM)

• Government of Canada: Forward Looking Vision for the Mining Sector (with 
focus on Critical Minerals)

• MAC public opinion research

• MAC engagement in federal government and Parliamentary RBC-related 
initiatives:

• Bill S-211 The Fighting Against Forced Labour and Child Labour in 
Supply Chains Act

• Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise (CORE)

• RBC Strategy and development of a national standard for Canada 



• MAC is the national voice of Canada’s mining industry

• Advocacy – to advance the business of mining

• 50+ members in iron ore, gold, diamonds, oil sands, steelmaking coal, base metals and uranium

• 50+ members in engineering, environment and finance

• Members engaged in exploration, mining, smelting, semi-fabrication and supply
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Canadian Mining By the Numbers

• 3,700 companies provide goods and services to the industry 

• Canada’s largest shipping customer: 

• >50% of rail freight revenue

• 40% of maritime bulk volume 

• ~22% ($127 billion in 2021) of Canada’s total domestic 

exports

• One of the safest jurisdictions for mining in the world

• Largest economic driver in Canada’s Arctic 

• Global Centre for Mineral Finance:

• The Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX) and TSX Venture 

Exchange (TSXV) are the world’s number one mining 

and exploration listing venues
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Canadian mining assets (CMAs) located abroad, by region (2021, source: NRCan)
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Metals and Minerals: Essential to Low-Carbon Technologies
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Towards Sustainable Mining

Equitable, Diverse, and Inclusive Workplaces & 
Safe, Healthy, and Respectful Workplaces



Towards Sustainable Mining® 

TSM consists of seven 
core components:

1. Guiding Principles

2. Performance Indicators

3. Facility Level Reporting

4. Independent 
Verification

5. Public Reporting of 
Facility Level Reporting 

6. Condition of 
Membership

7. Community of Interest 
Advisory Body



TSM – A Global Responsible Mining Standard
• Adopted by national 

associations in 13 countries on 
6 continents

• Over 200 companies  actively 
implementing TSM globally 

• 61 mines in Canada alone are 
fully implementing TSM with 
verification and public 
reporting 

• In 2021, Finland became the 
first country outside of Canada 
to begin reporting and 
verifying TSM results at their 7 
mines

• 6 national Community-of-
Interest panels up and running 
with more in development



Network of National Community of Interest Panel

• Each national association implementing TSM is 
required to establish a COI Panel

• MAC’s Panel is comprised of individuals from:

• Indigenous groups

• Communities where mining is active

• Environmental and social NGOs

• Academia

• Labour

• Financial organizations

• Select members of the Mining 
Association of Canada’s Board of 
Directors

• Independently facilitated and 
arms length appointment process

• Critical perspectives on emerging 
issues 

• Annual reviews of company 
performance



TSM Protocols
• Tailings Management

• Biodiversity Conservation 
Management

• Water Stewardship

• Climate Change 

• Indigenous and Community 
Relationships

• Safety and Health (Under revision)

• Crisis Management and 
Communications Planning

• Preventing Child and Forced Labour

• Equitable, Diverse, and Inclusive 
Workplaces (In development)



Verification Process

• Annual self-assessments 

• External verification of self-assessments by 
trained verifiers every three years

• Verification reports published as of 2022

• Advanced community notice of verifications 
and community inclusion

• Letter signed by CEO that the results are 
externally verified according to 
requirements

• Potential for selection by the Advisory Panel 
for a post-verification review 

COI Panel 
Post-

Verification 
Review

CEO Letter of 
Assurance

External 
Verification

Self-
Assessment



Government of Canada: Forward Looking Vision for 

the Mining Sector



• On December 9th, 2022 the Government of Canada announced Canada’s 

Critical Minerals Strategy (CMS) to increase the supply of responsibly 

sourced critical minerals and support the development of domestic and 

global value chains for the green and digital economy.  The Strategy’s five 

core objectives are: 

• Support economic growth, competitiveness and job creation

• Promote climate action and environmental protection

• Advance reconciliation with Indigenous peoples

• Foster diverse and inclusive workplaces and communities

• Enhance global security and partnerships with allies:  21st century 

industrial strategy that is built on Canada’s strength as a globally-

leading supplier of sustainably produced minerals and metals needed 

to enable the energy transition.

• The CMS is a 21st century industrial strategy that is built on Canada’s 

strength as a globally-leading supplier of sustainably produced minerals and 

metals needed to enable the energy transition. 
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Government of Canada: Forward Looking Vision for the Mining Sector



• A Clean Technology Manufacturing Tax Credit equal to 30 per cent of the 

cost of investments in new machinery and equipment used to extract, 

process or recycle critical minerals essential for clean technology supply chains

• A 15 per cent refundable tax credit for eligible investments in clean 

electricity generation systems, including large-scale and small modular 

reactors

• A commitment to improve the efficiency of the impact assessment and 

permitting processes for major projects by the end of 2023

• A re-allocation of $1.5 billion within the Strategic Innovation Fund to support 

projects in sectors including clean technologies, critical minerals and 

industrial transformation

• The establishment of a $1.5 billion Critical Minerals Infrastructure Fund, to 

be managed by Natural Resources Canada

• Supporting loans to Indigenous communities to support them in 

purchasing equity stakes in major projects through the Canada 

Infrastructure Bank 15

Government of Canada: Forward Looking Vision for the Mining Sector

• Federal Budget 2023: Builds on 2022 investment with recognition of the minerals and metals industry’s central role in 

enabling the transition to a net zero economy and building Canada’s future economy. 



Abacus opinion polling results – Canadian mining 

abroad



6/5/2023 17



6/5/2023 18





MAC engagement in federal government and 

Parliamentary RBC-related initiatives



MAC engagement in federal government and Parliamentary 

RBC-related initiatives

Bill S-211 The Fighting Against Forced Labour and Child Labour in Supply Chains Act

• MAC engaged with Quebec Senator Miville-Dechêne in the development of Bill S-211 (and her previous 

attempts/Bills: S-216 and S-211 v1) over several Parliaments.

• Other PMB.

Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise (CORE) 

• MAC’s constructive engagement and support for the CORE (at all stages, including for the establishment 

of the office), and the “predecessor office”, the Extractive Sector Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

Counsellor.

• Status of current complaints received (13 garment, 2 mining).



MAC engagement in federal government and Parliamentary 

RBC-related initiatives

Responsible Business Conduct (RBC) Strategy 

• On April 28th, 2022, the federal government though Global Affairs Canada (GAC) unveiled its new 

Responsible Business Conduct Strategy, Responsible Business Conduct Abroad – Canada’s Strategy for 

the Future. 

• All-sector application. 

• Development of a Due Diligence/RBC national standard for Canada 
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