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Germany – map and basic data
Land area357 sq km
Population81.5million (end-2015)
Main citiesPopulation in millionBerlin (capital): 3,5Hamburg: 1,75Munich (München): 1,45Cologne (Köln): 1,04
CurrencyEURO
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The 5 pillars of social insurance in Germany

KV = Health insuranceRV = Pension insuranceAV = Unemployment insuranceUV = Accident insurancePV = Long-term care insurance
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Principles of Social health and care insurance

Benefit-in-kind Self-governanceSolidarity
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Arrangement of benefits and funding
Patients/Insurees

SHI funds Care providers(outpatient, inpatient)

§ membership€ contribution individual service

§ contract€ remuneration
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National Association of Healthand Care Insurance Funds

Dual Health Insurance System in Germany

55 16
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SHI insurees

PHI insurees

Private and statutory health care insurees (in 
million)

SHI members SHI non-contributory insurees PHI insurees
Source: KM1 official statistics, 2016Association of Private Health Insurance Funds, 2016
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Challenge: Demography
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Population development – agegroups – expected changes in 2030 compared to 2010 in percent
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Risk of care dependancy in Germany –age groups (in %)
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2,6 Mio Care Recipients

1,86 million (71%) at home 764.000 (29%) in 
nursing homes

solely by
relatives  

1,25 Mio

supported by
home care
services

616.000

by
12.700 home care service org. 

with 320.000 employees

in 
13.000 nursing homes

with 685.000
employees

Source: Statistisches Bundesamt, Pflegestatistik 2015

People in need of care in Germany

Ar.1,4 mio peoplein Germany havedementia

Support in the care insurance

DependancyGrades   

PS I

PS II
PS III

14Dr. Eckart Schnabel, Seoul, 29th June 2016



8

Current Assessment: focus on time 

PEA

PS I

PS II
PS III
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From 2017 on: Assessment of Care Needs – stronger focus on cognitiveand communicative abilities

5 Grades

PG II

PG III
PG IV

PG I

PG V- focus on cognitive and communicative ablities- Physical frailty and / or dementia:  equal access to services
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Benefits of the Care Insurance

Source: Ministery of health 2016
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Expenditures of Care Insurance
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Expenditures of Care Insurance
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Social Budget 2014:
850 Billion $

Services of the care insurance
Outpatient Inpatient

Care Domestic Services Psycho-socialsupport
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Dementia and Policy Strategies
„Every age counts“: the DemographyStrategy of the Government
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Local Alliance for Peoplewith Dementia

 4 Fields of Action
 Science and research
 Social responsibility
 Support for people with dementia and their families
 Structuring support and health care systems.

 Commitment of main societal actors: Government, “Länder”, local authorities, health and care insurance, associations, ….

Together for people with dementia
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 Counselling and support
 Participation
 Structuring the home and living environment 
 Freedom of mobility and protection for people with dementia 
 Preventing Violence

Example: Support for people with dementia and their families
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Local Alliances for people withdementia

More than 500 Alliances in Germany
Shared responsability: Potentials and resources of citizens, civil engagement, associations, insurance, business,Education, politics and publicadministration
Common Goal: Ameliorate the situation ofdemented people and their relatives
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Care of demented people: Challenges
 Interprofessional cooperation
 Development of accessible services in the quarters
 Further development of integrated and cross-sectoralmodels of care 
 Civil engagement
 Evidence of effectiveness of new models and services
 Research
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Learn from each other

 Dementia as a challenge not only for the social securitysystem, but for the whole society
 Responsiveness of social services to people‘s needs
 Political support for health and social issues on different societal levels
 Promoting civil engagement in the communities
 Avoiding intergenerational conflicts, creating an inclusive society
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Thank you very much for your attention! 
Gamsahamnida!
eckart.schnabel@gkv-spitzenverband.de


