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Extra funding for the police means better
safety and security:

myth or fact? 

The 2020 Toronto police 
budget is over 

$1 billion 
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http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/budget/


 
  

Most calls for service received by the police have nothing to do with 
crime. In fact, 50% to 80% of all calls police respond to are about 

NON-CRIMINAL 
MATTERS 

e.g. alarms, disturbances, disputes, traffic accidents, sick or injured people, 
overdoses, wellness checks and quarrelling neighbours. 

Source: Police resources in Canada, 2018 
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2019001/article/00015-eng.htm


 
  

88% of the money for the Toronto police budget
comes from the city's property taxes 

Where Your 2019 Toronto Property Taxes Went: 
Police Service & Board 

TTC (Incl. Wheel Trans) 
Debt Charges 77% 

Fire Services 
Park, Forestry & Recreation 

Toronto Community Housing Corporation Subsidy 
Transportation Services 

Shelter, Support & Housing 
Toronto Public Library 

Toronto Employment & Social Services 23% 
Children's Services 

Toronto Paramedic Services 
Economic Development & Culture 

Other 
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http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/budget/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/budget-finances/city-budget/previous-budgets/2019-budget/#:~:text=City%20Council%20approved%20a%202019,and%20plan%20of%20%2440.67%20billion.


 
  

Maintaining a convicted person in theFrom 2008 to 2018, the police-reported community costs crime rate for Toronto has decreased by 

74% 17% less than locking that person in prison 

The Federal average daily cost of keeping In 2016-17, it cost an average of an adult incarcerated in Canada 
$602 $585$577 $528 $525 

$297 $304 $315 $309 $308 
$202 per day500 

to keep  1 youth incarcerated in Canada0 

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 
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https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ccrso-2018/index-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ccrso-2018/index-en.aspx
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/2018/Update%20Incarceration%20Costs/Update%20on%20Costs%20of%20Incarceration_EN.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/85-002-X202000100001


 
  

The equivalent of the 
annual tuition for 

17 

students at Ryerson 
University 

In 2017-18, the average yearly 
cost of locking up 

person in a federal prison 

$120,571 

1 

The equivalent of social 
housing for approximately 

16 

households in Ontario 
for one year 

The equivalent of the 
annual salary of

2 

social and community 
service professionals in 

Ontario 

The equivalent of 
approximately 

6 

infants  in full-time 
child care for one year 

in Toronto 
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https://www.ryerson.ca/admissions/tuition-fees/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2017/12/Time%20Out.pdf
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?TABID=2&LANG=E&A=R&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=01&GL=-1&GID=1325190&GK=1&GRP=1&O=D&PID=110698&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=124&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=&D1=0&D2=0&D3=0&D4=0&D5=0&D6=0
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2019001/article/00010-eng.htm
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/arreports/en17/v1_314en17.pdf



