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Abstract  
The paper explores the changes in the governance of Venezuelan mobility in Chile from 2018 
until early 2023. By reviewing the country’s response to the Venezuelan displacement across 
two different governments, the paper sheds light on how the approach shifted from calculated 
solidarity to increasing migrant criminalisation. The paper argues that the response to the 
Venezuelan displacement in Chile doesn’t only respond to party politics, but it is shaped by the 
wide political salience and framing of the Venezuelan migration, influencing the interest and 
concern of a wide range of actors. What is relevant in the Chilean case, is the framing of the 
Venezuelan displacement as a ‘crisis’ that justifies the shift from discourses of calculated 
solidarity to outright migrant criminalisation. The paper explores key aspects of the response to 
this mobility, by reviewing the 2018 wide migration law and the creation of a consular visa for 
Venezuelans, the practice of mass deportations, the government media statements associating 
COVID-19 with irregular migration, and the continued criminalisation of migration in the new 
government with other bordering practices emerging within the territory, creating new forms 
of immobility. The reactive governance of Venezuelan migration in Chile did not only frame the 
crisis, it also created it. 
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