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Abstract  
Irregularized transit migration has intensified in the migratory corridors connecting the 
Americas. As an effect of reinforced anti-migrant policies, this type of migration unfolds 
between waiting places and transit infrastructures, in a permanent dispute with the multiple 
state, para-state and social actors comprising the heterogeneous border regimes shaping those 
corridors. By focusing on the dynamics of the Andean Region and Central America migratory 
corridor and by reconstructing the trajectories of Latin American, Caribbean, and African 
migrants in transit to the U.S., this paper will analyze the politics of (im) mobilities present in 
hotels, “casas de seguridad”, buses and camiones. The paper proposes two arguments. First, 
that those private places and transit infrastructures are socially built sites of power within 
heterogeneous strategies of migration and control. Second, that the waiting time or immobility 
produced there is not a passive phase of transit migration, but highly productive both for transit 
migrants – because it is when they strategize to sustain their mobilities–, and for border 
(illegalized economies built around the extraction of migrants’ time to produce exchange value. 
The paper contributes to shedding light on how mobilities/immobilizations and transit/waiting 
time-spaces are part of the political economy of the studied corridor, while being dialectically 
related in a repressive/productive tension as part of the continuum of contemporary transit 
migrations. 
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