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Abstract

Over the last twenty years, through the pages of the journal Migration and Development
(Migracion y Desarrollo), a critical or counter-hegemonic agenda on the subject has been
outlined. This agenda is based on Latin American critical thinking on development. The purpose
of this paper is to present the ideas and theoretical postulates that have been formulated from
this critical development perspective. Among the topics to be addressed are: the foundations of
a Marxist theory of migration; a comprehensive review of the key dimensions of the migration-
development nexus; new modalities of unequal exchange and migration dynamics; migration,
remittances and the reserve army of surplus labour; demystifying indicators; skilled migration,
restructuring of innovation ecosystems, and the new international division of labour; transit
migration and the humanitarian crisis; governance of migration from above and below; towards
a reconceptualization of forced migration; and peripheral urbanization and migration. Our
purpose here is to offer an overview of the way in which the relationship between migration
and development is interwoven within the framework of contemporary capitalism and
imperialism, revealing thereby critical aspects of the problematic and its challenges.

Biography

Raul Delgado Wise is professor and founding Director of the Doctoral Program in Development
Studies at the Autonomous University of Zacatecas, Mexico. Emeritus National Researcher,
Conahcyt, Mexico. General Coordinator of the UNESCO Chair on Migration, Development and
Human Rights. President and founder of the International Network on Migration and
Development, and co-Chair of the Critical Development Studies Network. Guest lecturer and
key-note speaker in over 40 countries in North, Central and South America and the Caribbean,
Europe, Africa and Asia, including the opening key-note presentation at the first Global Forum
on Migration and Development in Brussels, 2007. Author/editor of 31 books and more than 250
essays, including book chapters and refereed articles. Among his most recent books: La
Migracion Mexicana Altamente Calificada de Cara al Siglo XXI: Problemdtica y Desafios (2022).
México: Fondo de Cultura Econdmica-Conahcyt) and Critical Development Studies. An
Introduction (2018). Series: Critical Development Studies, Canada, Fernwood Publishing, co-
authored with Henry Velmeyer.



