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Abstract 
In many countries, we can say migrant domestic workers, the majority women, are positioned in 
a paradigmatic way vis-à-vis the paradoxes of the governance of migration: they are 
acknowledged to be a very much needed workforce in the ‘essential work’ sector, yet they are 
excluded from social, work and citizenship rights from most host societies. Also in their home 
countries, their condition as overseas workers can be precarious and loaded with ambiguities. 
Against this complex scenario, as individuals and collective organizations, migrant domestic 
workers have enacted various strategies of resistance, advocacy and political campaigning.  
 
This presentation will provide examples from this variegated landscape and its evolution in the 
last 20 years, shedding light on the specificities of this migrant’s activism and of the alliances they 
have established along their struggles. In particular, the presentation will focus on the case of 
mobilization of domestic workers’ rights in Europe, the majority of Filipino or Latin American 
origin, and their relationship with feminist groups, trade unions, and migrants’ support groups. 
The importance of their mobilization for the ILO Convention n. 189 will be also discussed for its 
wider repercussions on the field of social and citizenship rights for migrant workers 
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