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Abstract

After experiencing stagnation and decline in the waning years of the last century, labor
organizing appears to be on the upswing. A scan of recent labor organizing activities reveals not
only new groups represented, but also locates new organizations coalescing in diverse spaces
and places on multiple scales. The transformation to a more service-oriented economy with its
low-wage, feminized and racialized workforce and with its globalization of labor and capital, is
rescaling terrains of production and reproduction, creating new bases of identity and solidarity,
and prompting workers to develop new organizational strategies for representing the interests
of an increasingly diverse labor force. Yet, we still lack an understanding of the prospects for
and challenges to migrant labor organizing in new economic geographies at this critical
conjuncture. New types of political subjects as well as new hybrid bases of worker organizations
form in the changing landscapes of capitalism and the transnational political economy of care.
The paper maps cartographies of resistance and solidarity, excavating local geographies and
buried histories informing inter-scalar processes and resulting contradictions and tensions.
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