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Abstract 
We seem to have a deepening polarization between those who are pro-diversity (possibly also 
pro-immigration) and those who feel that this is going too far and/or too fast and seek that 
their national identities are being demoted at the expense of other identities. Moreover, it’s 
not only minorities who have identity-anxieties but also majorities. Indeed, it is suggested that 
multiculturalism has contributed to these anxieties and thereby to the polarization. This 
presentation shall consider the source of the polarization but, more so, how we can tackle and 
lessen this polarization which is fostering mutual distrust and threatening the national, 
democratic citizenships upon which any multiculturalist, egalitarian and unifying project must 
be built. This does not involve giving up on multiculturalism but, rather, developing a 
multicultural national identity, to which all citizens can have a sense of belonging without giving 
up other identities that are important to them. Such national and group identities cannot be 
conceived as monistic or static, rather interactive and dialogical. The presentation will argue 
that such a multicultural sense of the national can be adapted to work with a wide range of 
centre-left and centre-right views; above all it allows one to be sensitive to minority identity 
vulnerabilities and majority identity anxieties within an integrated theoretical and political 
framework. 
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Forms of Racism and Anti-racism (Political Quarterly, 2022) and Global comparative analysis of 
the governance of religious diversity (Religion, State and Society, 2022).   
  
 
 


