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Abstract 
Gender and sexuality politics are omnipresent during displacement and “borders breed uneven 
geographies of power and status” (Hyndman 2000, p. 1). Our surveys and interviews with 20 
trans-Venezuelan asylum seekers in Brazil, seven of which are trans sex workers, have found 
that these folks have a multi-layered and complicated experience and relationship with 
temporalities of displacement. First, research on LGBT populations displaced by conflict and 
disaster, have found that one’s sexual orientation, gender identity and other identities – such as 
race, age, migration status and disability status – impact their experience of displacement 
(Cowper-Smith et al., 2021; Su et al., 2021). Second, trans-Venezuelan asylum seekers are often 
forced to take paths which take them on longer and more dangerous journeys. Most of our 
respondents were forced to travel through trochas (informal paths) to escape danger in 
Venezuela’s political crisis and crippling economy and because of fear of transphobia and 
xenophobia at the Brazilian border. Lastly, trans-Venezuelan asylum seekers often find 
themselves going through multiple transitions in displacement as they transition both 1) 
internally, through a recognition of the greater freedom of expression afforded to them, 2) 
externally, as many go through hormone therapy or reassignment therapy and 3) 
geographically, as they migrate from city to city looking for work and acceptance. 
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