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Abstract

According to an estimation by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, there will be

250 million climate refugees by 2050. Yet, we find that the Paris Agreement has strategically

avoided using the term ‘climate refugees’ and instead used the term ‘human mobility’. This

deliberate omission points out the two-fold challenges in the climate change discourse: firstly,

convincing the public to accept that climate change does not impact countries and spaces in

isolation. To give a perspective, according to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, over

the last decade, nearly 700,000 Bangladeshis were displaced on average each year by natural

disasters. The flooding in Bangladesh has increased displacement within the country and

externally increased the migration load in India. In contrast, India still deals with this influx as a

security threat and does not realize the severity of the climate concern. Secondly, the omission

is to convince governments to address climate change's impact on migration holistically.

Considering these factors and deliberate omissions in the discourse, this paper raises the

following research question:  how have these omissions added to the invisibility and forced

exclusion of the vast populations affected by climate change? The methodology includes

analysis of the debates in existing literature regarding the definition, conceptions, and

misconceptions regarding the terms – 'environmental refugee' and 'climate change'  – and their

impact on the protection and rehabilitation of these affected populations. It also examines the

implications of the inefficiency of international environmental regimes. Additionally, the paper

uses the case study of Bangladesh to understand the invisibility of climate refugees. The

expected findings highlight the glaring ambiguity in the international policy discourse and how

the invisibility of climate refugees has affected the geopolitical relationship between

India-Bangladesh.
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