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Abstract

This paper focuses on cultural circulations as a space for the observation and analysis of social
remittances between Dubai and southern Iran. The interdependent relations, at the local and
transnational levels, that link the fields of cultural and philanthropic practices with the political
arena, allows for the examination of cultural circulations as a space of power relations,
negotiations, and redefinition of social hierarchies (Levitt 2016). This presentation will
underline the agency of migrants involved in the cultural field to consider their role as
mediators of ideas, practices, representations of identities, as well as their impact on the
modes of political governance notably in the country of origin in Iran. The study of the involved
individuals and their cultural activities reveals the autonomy of the migratory space, which on
occasion challenges the hierarchical relationship of the country of origin and leads to the
redefinition of center-periphery relations. This presentation is a result of a long-term reflection
on Iran’s relations with its regional environment through the field of cultural and artistic
practices. It especially draws on a fieldwork (March to June 2021) that looked at the cultural
initiatives of Iranians in the city of Dubai.
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consulted for several organizations such as the Louvre Abu Dhabi and UNHCR. Amin’s new
research explores ways in which the dynamics of space production in global cities intersect with
the politics of housing and home making by emphasizing the role they play in migration
trajectories and transnational practices, as well as in processes of class formation and
integration in the host society.



