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Abstract 
This paper explores how skilled Mexican immigrants in Vancouver employ strategies to combat 
the vulnerability they face by dealing with constant upward and downward mobility in their 
immigration journeys. This paper examines how highly skilled Mexican immigrants living in 
Vancouver strategize against downtown mobility using digital technologies. I build on 19 
in-depth interviews with highly skilled Mexican immigrants living in Vancouver. Defining highly 
skilled migration based on educational achievement, the only requirements to participate in 
this research were to live in the Greater Vancouver Area, have a university degree and Mexican 
citizenship. The participants in this research have been in Canada on average 4.5 years, 
although some have been here for as long as 14 years or as little as 1 year. 
 
I argue that highly skilled Mexican immigrants use digital technologies to implement strategies 
to reproduce their cultural, social and economic capital that allow them to differentiate 
themselves from “other” Mexicans that are not like them that live in the same city. Digital 
technologies give immigrants access to their homelands and their networks without having to 
leave the new country to which they have migrated, creating what some authors have called 
“thirdspaces” (Price and Whitworth, 2004; Skop, 2016) and the emergence of a new 
transnational habitus (Nedelcu, 2012). 
 
Reproducing an alignment with the Canadian “we” in the digital space can be observed in the 
interactions that certain Mexicans have with others in digital spaces. Most of the interactions 
among Mexicans in Vancouver happened online due to a very limited amount of in-person 
events in the city, which mostly happened in September around Mexican Independence Day. 
In addition to the low quantity of Mexican community events in Vancouver, there is not a 
specific place in the city where Mexicans meet. Given the size and composition of the Mexican 
community in Vancouver, in comparison with other diasporic communities, there is no real 
demand for places where Mexicans can gather, which in turn contributes to the lack of 
community that is perceived by Mexican expatriates. 
 
Previous research shows that the migration stage in which immigrants find themselves has a 
considerable impact on the management of their transnational relations. My findings are 
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consistent with the literature, as most of the participants are temporary residents with the goal 
of permanent migration and their use of digital technologies is mostly to learn about their new 
society in order to integrate. 
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