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This study examines the internal migration behaviour of immigrants to Canada. Although the literature
suggests hypermobility of immigrants in the short-run upon their arrival, the studies examining the long-
term mobility of immigrants are very scanty. Understanding both short- and long-term mobility of
immigrants is important as it helps to make population and labour market projection for the destination
provinces and regions. To examine the internal migration of immigrants to Canada, scholars largely use
the Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Canada (LSIC) which covers a detail socio-economic
characteristic of nearly 12,000 immigrants, who arrived in Canada between October 1, 2000, and
September 2001. In the LSIC, the same group of immigrants were interviewed three times: six months,
two years, and four years of their arrival in Canada. Any research based on the LSIC data could not examine
immigrants’ mobility pattern after four years of their arrival as the LSIC discontinued after 2005. Existing
studies also use the Longitudinal Immigration Database (IMDB). The advantage of IMDB is that it is
available longitudinally for many years. However, it only covers immigrants’ landing records and tax
information. This study uses the linked LSIC-IMDB data to examine the short- and long-term retention rate
(at their initial destination) and mobility of immigrants upon their arrival to Canada. Our preliminary
investigation using the binary choice models suggest that although the mobility drops after the initial
settlement period, it takes many years to stabilize the retention rate of immigrants. We observe that, in
New Brunswick, it took 10 years to stabilize the retention rate for the immigrant cohort arrived in 2001.
The rate also varies across provinces and immigration categories (e.g. economic, business, family). We
also investigate which socio-economic factors affect the internal mobility of immigrants between Census
Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) and Provinces and whether there are differences between factors affecting
mobility in three different time frames (2001-2005, 2006-2010, and 2011-2015). Applying a Zero-Inflated
Poisson regression, we observe that factors such as the region of Canada lived in, the category of
immigrants, and the age group significantly affect the mobility pattern of immigrants. These factors have
an effect both on the Poison Count model and on the number of excess zeros. Our findings will help
policymakers, especially in the smaller provinces to formulate policies for better integration of newcomers
at their initial destination. This study is first of its kind considering the linked LSIC-IMDB dataset.
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