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Abstract

This presentation will have as its goal to explore the unique characteristics of care and the
migrant (local and foreign) women who provide it in the Americas. Care occupies multiple spaces
and as such is fertile ground to explore the limitations and possibilities of law and international
law. In fact, care can be a job regulated and unregulated by law; a commodity that can be
acquired by some but is elusive to many; a site of affection and emotional investment or
profound cruelty, as a form of expanding the terms of family law by establishing who is in and
out of a family unit. This discussion will be advanced by linking artistic expressions that delve into
the multiple dimensions of care and migration in the movies Roma (Alfonso Cuardn), The Second
Mother (Anna Muylaert) or the novel Elena Sabe (Claudia Pifieiro) to the legal architecture that
structures this unique space (from refugee law, trade law, economic development policy, welfare
regimes and family law).
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