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Abstract

In the almost 10 years since my book, “Real Queer: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
Refugees in the Canadian Refugee Apparatus” (Rowman and Littlefield, 2016) was published, has
anything changed for queer asylum seekers in Canada? Has the stark contrast between the
Canadian settler-state’s homonationalist self-proclamation as a ‘liberation desti/nation’ for
gueer refugees and the reality of its challenging and unpredictable bureaucratic apparatus for
determining refugee status changed in any significant way? In this short presentation, | outline
how the ‘queer refugee’ continues to occupy a troubled slot in the Canadian state’s refugee-
determination policies and practices, and why the increasingly illiberal state, with its heightened
hostility towards migrants categorized as ‘refugees’ may be generating increased precarity and
danger for the queer asylum seeker.
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