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Abstract 
We are in a current moment of heightened global displacement and the rise of queer politics 
(and resultant violence). With the advent of a decidedly fascist turn in global politics including 
in Europe and North America, both queer people and migrants are seen as threats to 
(heteronormative) state power. This talk aims to spotlight queer refugees who are misfits in the 
global political economy of migration despite international human rights law which provides 
some room for queer acceptance. The talk will cover qualitative research over the last decade 
in 4 hubs: Nairobi, Cape Town, Paris, and Los Angeles exploring the netted practices of states, 
non-state actors, and civil society embedded in a landscape of heteronormativity and anti-
migrant racism. In so doing, I emphasize queerness as a form of precarity inseparable from the 
overarching violence of race and class in relation to housing, work, and community belonging. 
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