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Abstract

The presentation presents the concept of digital witnessing infrastructure in relation to forced
migration and human rights activism. Witness accounts are a genre in discourses on migration,
with digital technologies enabling the production, circulation, and consumption of accounts
about persecution and flight in addition to and apart from accounts provided in institutional
settings. The presentation introduces the concept of digital witnessing infrastructure to discuss
the continuing datafication of evidence of human rights violations. It shifts the focus from the
datafication of borders to the datafication of violence — a type of datafication which can help
those seeking asylum and safety to have their claims acknowledged and to pave the way for
out-migration from the respective country of origin. Starting with a conceptual reflection on
digital witnessing infrastructure, the presentation will identify its actors, such as forced
migrants and their social networks, digital platforms, activists, donor organizations and the
crowd. By the example of two witnessing projects, the presentation illustrates how digital
witnessing infrastructure comes into being and enables connectivity between social
mediascapes and transnational activism. Overall, the presentation makes a case for the link
between datafication, legal claims-making, and migration.
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