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We strongly support the principles of the Growth Plan and compact communities 

– but have strong concerns
– With the magnitude of proposed increases in intensification/DGA minimum density

– Lack of meaningful consultation with municipal partners in developing new targets.

We support density but need flexibility
– Markham is a leader in environmental protection, intensification and development of 

compact greenfield communities. 

– But we need flexibility in providing a range of housing, including ground-oriented housing.

Transition policies need to workable
– Need to implement our growth strategy for 2031 forecasts under consistent planning policies. 

Transit and density go hand-in-hand 
– Cannot plan transit-supportive densities without transit. 
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Markham’s Position (Poster Child for Density) 
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Markham Centre: A Thriving Downtown 
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Markham Centre: From Vision to Reality 

MARKHAM CENTRE - URBAN GROWTH CENTRE

Population 41,000

Employment 39,000
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Langstaff Gateway Regional Centre
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Richmond Hill/Langstaff Gateway

Urban Growth Centre



Intensification Strategy - Centres and Corridors 
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Cornell – Compact Greenfield Community
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Markham’s Urban Expansion Lands to 2031 

• Approx. 40,000 population/19,000 jobs (20% of 
total residential growth to 2031)

• Planned at 70 residents + jobs per hectare

• Transit-supportive densities along Major 
Mackenzie Rapid Transit Corridor (not in Growth 
Plan and not funded) 

• Currently midway through multi-discipline, 
multi-year, multi-million dollar master planning 
exercise:

• Subwatershed study
• Master transportation study
• Master servicing study
• Community energy planning
• ‘Green’ development practices, etc

Future Urban Area
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“Will GTA Homebuyers Really Give Up Ground-Related Homes for Apartments?”
August 2016, Centre for Urban Research & Land Development, Ryerson University

• Smart growth community proponents point to surveys indicating that GTA 
residents would willingly forgo ground-related houses for apartments 

• But other surveys indicate that ground-related houses out-sold apartments   
2:1 in the GTA in 2015 with single-detached houses most in demand 

• Also, GTA housing preferences favour ground-related homes, especially single-
detached, even more than the 2015 sales indicate 

• And millennials prefer ground-related homes too, especially single-detached 
houses
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York Region’s “Union Station”:  Intermodal 

Connections
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Transit and Density Go Hand in Hand



We Have a Plan – We Need Funding  
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Where do we go from here?


