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Abstract

Abstract This paper presents an examination of the increasing securitization of migration and its
influential role in shaping narratives that criminalize immigrants. The primary objective is to
investigate how migration has been progressively reframed through a national security
perspec.ve and how this reframing affects public perception, policy formulation, and legal
frameworks. Employing a qualita.ve methodology, the paper utilizes critical discourse analysis of
political rhetoric, media portrayals, and policy documents to scrutinize the construction of
migrants as security threats. Anchored in securitization theory, crimmigration scholarship, and
frameworks of risk governance and social control, this work contextualizes contemporary
discourses within historical precedents, particularly the shifts in immigration policy that occurred
in the aftermath of September 11. Furthermore, it engages with empirical studies on immigration
and crime to critically examine the disparity between public fear and statistical evidence. By
synthesizing literature across various disciplines and analyzing case studies, the paper seeks to
demonstrate how security-driven narratives perpetuate exclusionary and puni.ve immigration
regimes. The study concludes with a discourse on alterna.ve, evidence-based approaches to
migration governance that challenge the conflation of mobility with criminality.
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